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exual Assault 
entre seeks 
nore funding 


COLLINS 
ociate News Editor 


nable to continue operations with 
current budget, the University of 
perta Sexual Assault Centre is circu- 
fing a petition to put a student levy 
rease to referendum. 
The Sexual Assault Centre is facing a 
nding crisis because of recent budget 
ts brought on by the provincial gov- 
mment’s lowering of post-secondary 
ding. Each University department, 
hich includes the centre, has been 
ked to cut its budget by six per cent. 
According to Kris Fowler, the Centre’s 
rector, these cuts would force the 
mtre to reduce its staff to only one 
-time employee. This would cause 
fficulty in holding support groups 
nd would cause cuts to educational 
orkshops and presentations. 
Since 1993, the Sexual Assault 
entre’s first year of operation, a 
dent Services Fee of one dollar per 
rm has provided funding. In its nine 
pars of existence, the centre has tri- 
ed in size and increased services, yet 
§ funding has remained the same. 

ASE SEE ASSAULT CENTRE * PAGE 3 


Freeze 
Tuition | 
Fees 


— Education 
IS a right! 


PATRICK FINLAY 


FREEZING FOR A FREEZE Protestors pitch a tent for a tuition freeze outside of University Hall. A tuition rally will take place there at 4:30pm Thursday. 


ENIFER PABILLANO 
PWS Editor 


he SU Executive charged Wednesday 
at the University has consistently 
crued an average of $30 million sur- 
ses over the last six years, surpluses 
at would have covered most tuition 
creases made during that period. 

An SU analysis of University budgets 
om the last six years showed that the 
hiversity has estimated their operat- 
Ig revenues an average of 5.1 per cent 
low actual revenues. 

Based on this history, the SU 
ecutive contends that there is no 
ed for a 6.4 per cent tuition increase 
differential fees next year. 

The accumulated surplus totals $120 
illion more than budgeted for, 
dd SU Vice-President (Academic) 
fat Brechtel, a surplus that would 
e eliminated the need for tuition 
creases during each year. 

“The average surplus is $30 million,” 
said. “Across the board, that’s $1000 
Student, and no increase this year.” 
But University Vice-President 
mance & Administration) Phyllis 
ark said the surplus was a misread- 
ig of the financial statements. 

Clark said the SU analysis simply 
ada part of the statement that stated a 


niversity hoards $120 million 
surplus, claims SU Exec 


niversity says SU misread financial statements 


surplus, but didn’t take into account the 
numbers at the end of the statement. 
Those numbers show the University 
currently has an “unrestricted net asset 
deficiency,” or deferred debt that is 
still in the process of being paid. 


“The average surplus 
is $30 million. Across 
the board, that’s $1000 
a student, and no 
increase this year.” 
MAT BRECHTEL, 
SU VICE-PRESIDENT (ACADEMIC) 


“They didn’t look at the statement 
that said the operating account which 
shows the $5.5 million deficit that we 
had last year. I don’t think it’s a mistake, 
just an easy oversight,” said Clark. 

“We have a $24 million unrestricted 
net asset deficiency last year, and we are 
the only university in Alberta with a net 
asset deficiency. The Auditor General 
himself has said we have got to elimi- 
nate this. It doesn’t even mean we have 
to balance our budget. It means that we 
have to, over a period of years, get rid 
of our net asset deficiency.” 

The SU plans to present their 
information at the Friday Board of 


Governors meeting. 


MAYLENE LOVELAND 
COMP LIT A TRIPLE FEATURE NO MORE Bill Beard, film studies professor 


Department 
breakup isnt 
easy for CompLit 


KRISTINE OWRAM 


Associate News Editor 


The U of A’s comparative literature 
department used to be the best in 
the country, and now there’s a good 
chance that it will no longer exist by 
fall. 

In the 1990s, the department was 
expanded to include religious studies 
and film and media studies under the 
theory that all three subjects shared 
similar interests in global literature 
and media. Funding cutbacks at the 
time made this decision even more 
appealing. But the restructuring did 
not work as well as hoped, a fact made 
apparent when Dean of Arts Daniel 
Woolf announced last year that the 
department would be dismantled. 

Under the proposed _ structural 
change, film and media studies will 
be moved to the departments of art 
and design or English, religious stud- 
ies will be moved to history and clas- 
sics, and comparative literature will 
be moved to English or modern lan- 
guages and cultural studies. The most 
controversial part of the recommen- 
dation is the proposal to eliminate 
the undergraduate degree program in 
comparative literature. 


To every thing, 
there isa 
season, and this 


Inside 


Outside 


From the archives 


season is tuition 
increase season. 
While you're 
enjoying that fact, 
check Raymond 
Biesinger’s final 
words on that well- 
worn subject. 


Thursday Sunny, infiltrate McDonald- 


News 1-5 | land disguised as prison inmate; High -1, Low -16 
Opinion 6-10 | Friday Sunny, spraypaint “Robble robble” on 
2 McMetro trains; High -6, Low -12 
oo. yt Saturday Mainly cloudy, recruit McNuggets into 
burger-smuggling ring; High -5, Low-16 
Sports 20-22 Sunday Chance of snow, depose Mayor McCheese 
Comics 23 | inbloodless coup d’état; High -13, Low-15 


Classifieds 24 


Source: Environment Canada 


Carrying over 50 torn-down Engineering Week posters, a group of University staff 
and students marched into the Gateway office. They expressed that they were 
concerned about sexism and found the posters offensive to women. The protesters 
were followed by a number of engineering students who were angered at the theft 
of their posters. The two factions faced-off, and a fierce exchange of insults and 
accusations flew for half an hour until the protesters walked out. In response to the 


incident, an SU forum was quickly planned to discuss the topic 1 98 1 


“Is Engineering Week sexist?” 


PLEASE SEE COMPUT + PAGES 
After 


2 using alu- 


minum cookware 
for the better part 
of the week, Mr 
Chury has pro- 
posed names for 
the lacrosse team 
that he is sure 

will be lured to 
Edmonton. 
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California history showcased in library exhibit 


Zamorano 80 display 

in Bruce Peel Special 
Collections Library 
highlights books telling 
the history of California 


SHAWN BENBOW 
News Writer 


As part of an ongoing series of exhibi- 
tions showcasing rare and old books 
at the University of Alberta, the Bruce 
Peel Special Collections library is dis- 
playing the Zamorano 80: Landmark 
Books in Californian History. 

Located in the basement of 
Rutherford South, the Bruce Peel 
Special Collections library houses the 
oldest and rarest books at the 
University. The Zamorano 80 display is 
a collection of books brought together 
by men of the Zamorano book club of 
California in the 1940s. 

Formed in 1928 and named for 
California’s first printer, the Zamorano 
club was a group of prominent men 
interested in books and California his- 
tory, who set out to publish the 100 
most influential books in the history 
of the state. Unfortunately, things hit a 
snag right away. 

“They could not agree on 100, being 
grouchy old men, so many members 
decided not to go along with it at all,” 
said John Charles, Special Collections 
Librarian. 

In the end, seven men decided on 
80 books. There are numerous genres 
in the Zamorano 80, including fiction, 
short stories, diaries, and even scien- 
tific material. 

However, they all deal with the 
period of history in California that 
spans from the discovery of California 
to the mid-twentieth century. 

“California has always had a terrific 
interest in its own history and culture, 
and has always had been a very active 
publishing centre,” said Charles. The 
gold rush, said Charles, was a histori- 
cally interesting period: as there were 
no laws, he said, “there were occa- 
sional lynchings, there was a self-cre- 
ated kind of government, so someone 
caught stealing might be shot. They 
had to have extreme measures at times 
like this.” 

As a result, many of the books are 
diaries of European visitors who where 
fascinated by the culture. 

The University owns 57 of the 
80 books. Fifty-four of them were 
acquired from the collection of Robert 
J Woods at an auction in the late 


1960s. 

The oldest books in the collection 
were printed in Madrid in 1757, and 
were the first works published solely 
on California. The three volumes 
were taken from a diary of Father 
Venegas, a Mexican Jesuit, and put an 
end to the myth that California was 
an island. 

Originally, California was composed 
of Spaniards, aboriginals, and Catholic 
Franciscans, “so it had its own culture 
that had nothing to do with the 
New England States ... but when the 
Americans were added to the mix in 
the 1830s, they wanted to take over,” 
said Charles. 

Many of the books were picked for 
the Zamorano 80 because they show 
the cultural diversity of the time. 

Not all the books are ancient. One 
of the later books is titled McTeague: 
A Story of San Francisco. Written by 
Frank Norris in the late 1800s, it is the 
story of a dentist in San Francisco. 

According to Charles, “It’s one of 
the most vivid books I’ve ever read, 
and you can see how San Francisco 


in the 1890s resembled modern times 
and also seems like it was hundreds of 
years ago at the same time.” 


“California has always 
had a terrific interest 
in its own history and 
culture, and has always 
been a very active 
publishing centre.” 
JOHN CHARLES, 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARIAN 


Established in 1969, the Special 
Collections library was started, Charles 
says, to house “materials that need 
special handling of various sorts. 

The vagueness of the term is 
useful.” They hold old and rare pub- 
lications, as well as all U of A theses, 
and their main goal is to perform 
preventative maintenance, such as for 
delicate pamphlets. 

Generally, books cannot be signed 


CALIFORNIA BOOKS FROM GRUMPY OLD MEN Fifty-seven rare books about California history are on display. 


out, but can be read or studied at the 
tables set up in the library. 

Most of the Special Collections 
Library’s holdings were acquired in 
the late 1960s when the University 
was spending over a million dollars a | 
year on rare books, to lure graduate 
students to the U of A. 

“We needed something more than 
Shakespeare and Jane Austen for English 
studies,” said Charles. They have exten- 
sive collections of John Bunyan, DH 
Lawrence, history of the Canadian 
prairie provinces and the American 
mid-west, English literature from the 
1600s to 1950, and the history of 
the book arts, such as printing and 
binding. 

The exhibit runs Monday to Friday 
8:30am to 4:30pm, until 1 March. 

During the exhibit you will only be 
able to observe the maps and pictures 
from the books behind glass. “We try 
to make the exhibits as lively to look at 
as we can,” says Charles. 

“However, we'd be glad to have the 
books used once the exhibit comes 
down.” 


CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT 


Compiled by Joseph Kumpula 
(jkumpula@ualberta.ca) 


REPEAT OFFENDER 

On 7 January at 5:50pm, Campus 
Security received a report of an intox- 
icated male in the Education Library. 


Constables found him unable to stand 


and took him back to the cells. Once 
he was identified, it was discovered that 
he had outstanding warrants for public 
intoxication. He was handed over to 
Edmonton Police Service (EPS). 


GOT DRUGS? 

On 8 January at 12:51pm, Campus 
Security received a report of two males 
in an Education North washroom asking 
people for drugs. Officers responded 
and trespassed both males, one of whom 


was so intoxicated he had to be held in 
custody for a number of hours before it 
was Safe to release him. 


PUSHY SALESMAN 

An _ unidentified male soliciting in 
Newton Place on 8 January would not 
take no for an answer. When refused 
by residents, he became aggressive and 
ripped up papers. Don't hesitate to con- 
tact Campus Security if a solicitor on 
campus makes you feel threatened or 
uncomfortable. 


ABED FOR THE NIGHT 

In the evening on 10 January, Campus 
Security officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious male sleeping in the 
Extension Centre. He was identified, and 
placed under arrest for numerous out- 
standing warrants. He had an extensive 
criminal record. 


BACKYARD DASH 
In the early morning of 11 January, 
constables attempted to stop a vehicle 


on 114 Street and 83 Avenue. The driver 
increased speed and ran through a red 
light before ditching the car and taking 
off on foot. Edmonton Police responded 
with the dog unit to join University con- 
stables on the chase. 

The male was finally arrested at the 
LRT station as he was brushing branches 
out of his clothes that he had picked up 
while running through residential neigh- 
bourhoods. He had been driving a stolen 
vehicle. 


LOST CASH FOUND 

Did you leave money at a bank 
machine on campus on the morning 
of 13 January? If so, contact Campus 
Security with the details to recover the 
property. 


EXTENSION BURGLAR BEHIND BARS 

On 14 January at 8pm during a routine 
patrol of the Extension Centre,a Campus 
Security officer spotted two suspicious 
males. 

They refused to provide identification 


and fled the building. After a foot chase 
and a brief scuffle, one male was placed 
under arrest for assaulting a peace offi- 
cer, obstruction of justice, and resisting 
arrest. 

The other male escaped on foot and 
is described as Caucasian, 510”, 18-20 
years of age, with dark hair, thick dark- 
brown eyebrows, and a mole on his right 
cheek. He was wearing a red baseball cap 
anda red hooded sweatshirt covered by 
a black jacket. 

Both males are believed to be linked to 
abreak-and-enter anda series of break-in 
attempts in the Extension Centre over 
the last couple days. 


BOOZE CRUISE : 

On 15 January at 3:45am, constables 
stopped a vehicle at 114 Street and 
University Avenue. Open liquor and 
drug paraphernalia were observed. EPS 
attended and both males were arrested 
for possession of a controlled substance. 
The vehicle, drugs, cash and cellphones » 
were seized. | 
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TREETERS 


or being faced with 
xper cent budget 
‘the U of A Sexual 
ult Centre is 
lating a petition for 
pendum allowing 
‘ents to vote for a 
student levy. 


atis your stance on 
hacks to the U of A 
al Assault Centre? 


Shannon Moore 
Nursing IV 


itspeaks to the climate of society 
sundervaluing of people who 
been victims or who are potential 
s of sexual assault [by] not offer- 
oper support and as well as pre- 
on The Sexual Assault Centre does 
at job of prevention. Everywhere 
the country they're increasing 
towards that kind of thing and 
ere cutting back. It says where 
e priorities are. 


Kelly Hammond 
Nursing | 


Seas 


ad to pay more for that service, 
| Wild, especially seeing as there have 
| fmore cases of sexual assault lately 
dthe University area. | don’t agree 
utting back on student services. 


Jeremy Freeman 
Biological 
Sciences III 


Bainst it and | think it’s a relevant 
tostudents in our community. 

Dmething that should be sustained 

upported. | believe there are a lot 

és right now that have been applied 
Orsome people it’s hard to pay 
.Ithink putting it to referendum 

bod thing and | would support it. 
oney right now, though, should 

ming from either the Students’ 

Nor the University administration. 

tthink it should come from stu- 

S pockets, 


Lesley Wieler 
Arts IV 


"y unfortunate because there is so 
Sexual assault at the U of Aand 
S campuses. | wouldn't foresee a 
émwith the referendum question. 


dollaris not a problem for me to 
People out. 


iled and photographed by 


Wily coyote shot on UBC 
campus grounds 


Animal's aggression stems from human attention 


PARMINDER NIZHER 
The Ubyssey 


VANCOUVER (CUP) — An aggres- 
sive coyote roaming the University of 
British Columbia (UBC) campus for 
several weeks was shot and killed last 
Tuesday. 

Scott McCrae of UBC Public Affairs 
said several complaints were made 
to UBC Campus Security about the 
coyote, starting in November. A few 
came from concerned parents of young 
children who were approached by the 
coyote. 

Coyotes are not an unusual sight 
at UBC since the campus is bordered 
by Pacific Spirit Park. But due~to its 
aggressive behaviour, the coyote was 
monitored by Campus Security, and 
for several weeks, by BC Wildlife 
Conservation officer Fred Barnes. 

Barnes said the coyote needed to 
be shot because it had lost its fear of 
people. Once a coyote loses its fear of 
people, he said, it won't be long before 
it attacks a person or another animal. 

“The most telling behaviour was 
[that] it was starting to lunge at 
people,” he said. “It had learned that 
by lunging at people it could cause 
them to drop their food, or toss food 
to it. That type of behaviour is usually 
the last step before it starts to bite.” 

A number of students were angered 
by the death of the coyote, feeling the 
coyote should have been tranquilized 
or relocated to a forest. 

But according to Barnes, a coyote is 
too smart to enter a live trap, and a 
coyote is too small to get an accurate 
aim for tranquilization. 

“Tt takes one to 20 minutes [for a 
tranquilizer] to take effect. Unless it is 
totally contained, you're going to lose 


it. [It can] outrun any human,” said 
Barnes. 

The coyote’s story has driven attempts 
to ensure students could co-exist with 
wildlife on campus, to perhaps prevent 
other animals reaching such an end. 
A poster was put up around campus 
beginning in November: generated by 
the Stanley Park Ecology Society, the 
poster told students how to co-exist 
with coyotes. 

“The heading is ‘co-existing with 
coyotes’ and clearly that is quite pos- 
sible to do,” said McCrae. 


“Tt had learned that by 

lunging at people it 
could cause them to 
drop their food, or toss 
food to it. That type 
of behaviour is usually 
the last step before it 
starts to bite.” 

FRED BARNES, BC WILDLIFE 

CONSERVATION OFFICER 


UBC has no official policy on how 
to deal with wildlife. Complaints on 
wildlife are forwarded to the Ministry 
of Water, Land and Air. The BC Wildlife 
Conservation agency follows up on the 
complaint and an officer is sent to deal 
with it as he sees fit. 

Barnes’ word of advice to all campus 
dwellers is to harass the coyotes. 

“We're not asking people to hurt 
them,” said Barnes. “We're asking 
people to harass them [and] chase 
them, that way they maintain their 
natural fear of people. The worst thing 
people can do is feed them.” 


Collins andDanielKaszor 


SUB renovations made short- 
term funds scarce for Centre 


ASSAULT CENTRE * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

The Sexual Assault Centre is cur- 
rently petitioning that students be able 
to vote on whether the centre receive 
funding through a one-dollar-per- 
term increase in University Student 
Services Fees. 

“The reason we decided to go with 
that amount is because it will give us 
the budget that we can operate at three 
staff members, maintain all the ser- 
vices we are doing and expand our 
education program,” said Fowler. 

Traditionally, the Sexual Assault 
Centre has found money to grow and 
operate through short-term funding 
solutions and the Office of the Dean 
of Students’ Contingency Fund. The 
Sexual Assault Centre can no longer 
draw from the Contingency fund as 
it has been put into developing an 
increased space for student services in 
the SUB expansion. 

“We were very supportive of the 
new SUB expansion,” said Fowler, 
“because we needed a place to go.” But 
she explains that as a result, “all the 
short term solutions we've used in the 
past are not available to us for the next 
five years.” 

The Sexual Assault Centre has 
explored fundraising through the 
University’s Development Office (as 
required by all departments), has lob- 
bied the provincial government for 
funding for education and counselling 
programs as a member of the Alberta 
Association of Sexual Assault Centres, 
and has tried to find funds through 
community grants. These attempts 
have been unsuccessful. 

“We could charge for service,” said 


Fowler, “but it’s something I’m unwill- 
ing to do because I think it’s hard 
enough for someone to access a sexual 
assault centre without having to dig 
around for five or ten dollars when- 
ever they come in.” 

“We are the most vulnerable service 
because our budget always has to be 
supplemented.” 

One of only three Canadian uni- 
versity sexual assault centres (the 
others at are McGill. University and 
the University of Victoria), the Sexual 
Assault Centre provides services such 
as short-term counselling for sexual 
assault survivors, boundaries and asser- 
tiveness workshops, and interactive 
education presentations. 

Presently, the Sexual Assault Centre 
budget accounts for two employees, 
one full-time, and one part-time, 
as well as an operating budget that 
covers expenses for the centre’s aware- 
ness week, photocopying, and phone 
lines. 

Fowler said the centre has experi- 
enced a continual increase of use. She 
said it presently has 37 volunteers, 
and clientele averages around 100 per 
year. 

For a referendum to be held on their 
question in the upcoming Students’ 
Union election, they require 2500 
valid undergraduate signatures. The 
Sexual Assault Centre has collected 
2000 signatures, and is aiming for 
approximately 3500, said Fowler. 

Petitions are being circulated by 
Sexual Assault Centre volunteers in 
classrooms and U of A residences and 
will continue to be available until the 
end of the month. 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
STUDENTS’ UNION ELECTIONS 


Poll Clerks (150 — 200 needed) 


- Work part time on 2 voting days (March 5&6) 


- Supervise polling stations 
-Wage: $6.50 per hour 


- Application deadline: February 7th, 2003 


Poll Captains (4 needed) 


- Work part time from Reading Week to. March 7 


- Supervise candidates, enforce election regulations, assist 
Deputy Returning Officers and poll clerks on voting days 


- Wage: $500 honorarium 


- Application deadline: January 31st, 2003 


Applications available at SU Info. Booths in SUB, CAB 


and HUB, and at 2-900 SUB. 


If you would like to review all Students’ Union job postings, they can be found at this website: 


www.su.ualberta.ca/work/sujobs 


Environmental 
Coordination 
Office of Students 


| A New Service of Your Students’ Union » 


‘Greening” our campus while providing 
students with an experiential learning 
opportunity. 


Educating students, faculty, and staff about 


environmental issues facing our local, 
regional and global communities. 


Check out our website for further information. 
www-.su.ualberta.calecos 


Geneva Rae, Director 
geneva.rae@su.ualberta.ca 


Dwayne Wohlgemuth, Associate Director 
dwayne.wohlgemuth@su.ualberta.ca 


HO 


BOY MEETS GIRL 


8101 103rd street 


EATERY AND WATERING HOLE 
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The permanent solution 
for unwanted hair! 


Fast! Safe! Reliable! 
The latest Light Sheer® technology — 
recommended by Harvard’s leading researchers. 


Our qualified, caring dermatology team will 
make a beautiful difference. Call today for a free 
confidential consultation: 


Under arm special— 
2 treatments for $250 


ALTERNATIVE 


WE MAKEA BEAUTIFUL DIFFERENCE 


407-3777 


Laser hair removal at the University Dermatology Centre 


2-104, Clinical Sciences Building, University of Alberta Campus 
www.sheeralternative.com 


0 LONDON 


A Travel CUTS Exclusive! 


Fly for $200 when you 
purchase one of the selected 
Contiki European tours. 


space is limited - 
BOOK EARLY! 


(2 TRAVEL CUTS 


See the world your way 


Students’ Union Building 
492-2592 


www.travelcuts.com _/ 


This $200 flight offer applies to flights from Calgary, Charlottetown, Edmonton, Fredericton, Moncton, Quebec City, 
Saint John, Thunder Bay, Vancouver or Winnipeg for selected March tour departures. Fly for $299-$399 with selected 
tour departures in April and May. Other fares available from other cities. Must be paid in full by March 31/03 or imme- 
diately if booked within 45 days of departure. Weekend surcharges, taxes, and other government fees not included. 
Valid International Student Identity Card (ISIC) required. Other restrictions apply. Drop by for full details. 


Travel CUTS is owned and operated by the Canadian Federation of Students. 


SPANISH 


At Edmonton Hispanic Bilingual Association 
Asociaci6n Bilingiie Hispanica de Edmonton 


Distinctive Programs 

: Friendly, cultural learning 
environment 

- 8 Adult levels 

- 3 Children/Youth levels 

* Qualified instructional team 

- Fall, Winter, and Spring terms 

- Families and seniors welcome 


Hispanic Club 

+ Free membership with 
registration 

+ Social activities, dinners, dance 
workshops 

+ Annual Spring Latin Fiesta 

- weekend café friendship/ 
community meetings 

- Multimedia/periodical 
exchange service 

- Volunteer opportunities 


GUARANTEE YOUR REGISTRATION 
Orientation & Registration 
Wednesday or Saturday 


Saturday Mornings 
10 AM - 12:30 PM 
Wednesday Evenings 


January 15, 7:30-9:00pm or 
January 18, 11am-12:30pm 


7 AM - 9:30 PM 
REGISTRATION 
January 15 & 18 
CLASSES START 
January 22 and 25 www.ehba.org 
info@ehba.org 


Strathearn Community School ¢ 8728 - 93 Ave. 
*We are a registered (#50257836), non-profit society, 
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(ample parking and bus routes) members of Northern Alberta Heritage Languages Association. 


R BILL BEARD WAS 
astonished when he 
heard his department 
would be dismantled 
from its present form 

in the summer of 2003. 
“Tt was a complete surprise. We 
had no previous warnings or previous 
consultation,” said Beard, head of the 


‘film and media stream of the depart- 


ment of comparative literature, reli- 
gion, and film and media studies. 

Now that the initial shock of the 
announcement has faded, however, 
Beard is hopeful about the future of 
his program. 

The Faculty of Arts plans to redirect 
film studies into a new, but still unde- 
termined, department. 

And while comparative literature 
fights for the life of its undergraduate 
program, Beard doubts that moving 
to a new department will harm the U 
of A's film studies program. 


parti 


MAYLENE LOVELAND 


“There’s a sense that the faculty has 
a beliefin our program, and I've heard 
from every level up to the adminis- 
tration that [film studies] is a. place 
where the faculty would like to put 
more resources,” said Beard. 

Whether or not those resources will 
materialize is another question, but 
Beard pointed out the likelihood that 
film studies will soon be associated 
with a larger, more resource-laden 
department, which wouldn't do much 
harm. 

“We're unlikely to be any worse off,” 
he said. “Don’t take that the wrong 
way though. We're not badly off here, 
but I don’t think we'll suffer from a 
disciplinary standpoint in the future.” 

Presently, the departments of 
English and art and design have been 
mentioned as possible future homes 
for film studies. Beard says that his 
program, which has links to many 
different disciplines, is flexible. 


ow religion, film studies, and 
comparative literature reacted 
to the department breakup 


HE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
program will likely ring 
in the next academic year 
as part of the department 
of history and classics. 

The address shift is the outcome of 
a decision made by the Faculty of Arts 
to dismantle the department of com- 
parative literature, religious studies, 
and film and media studies at end of 
this term. 

Naturally, sucha change is not with- 
out its negative effects on the depart- 
ment as a whole, but head of religious 
studies Dr Willi Braun believes that 
the decision will bring nothing but 
good to his program. 

“By nature I am a pessimist and 
if I'm an optimist on this score that 
means I must think the prospects are 
good,” Braun said. 

Braun views the change as a much- 
needed salve to the loss of resources 
suffered by his program due to fund- 
ing cutbacks in 1998 and 2002. 

In terms of numbers, it’s certainly 
hard to disagree with him. There 
are currently three full-time faculty 
members employed in religious stud- 
ies. According to Braun, the program 
will be able to immediately draw on 
the resources of about 15 new pro- 
fessors after the restructuring of the 
program. Most likely these will be 
professors from the department of 
history and classics who specialize in 
areas relevant to religious studies as 
well. 

“The programs will continue but 
with broader faculty support than in 
the past, and with fewer structural 
obstacles in the way of collaboration 
with faculty members. So I'm more 
optimistic for the future of religious 
studies now than I was a year ago,” 
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they do in English as it is to Wha 
do in comparative literature as it 
what they do in art and design 
said. ; 

With only three full-time 
members, the University of A] 
offers what Beard describes a aq 
petitive, although “minimal,” pq 
gram in film and media stu 
Graduate students in this Prog 
currently work through compar 
literature, while honours degrees 
not available. 

“I have heard from some of 
undergraduate students who 
gone on to grad school in § 
different universities; looking bag 
Alberta, they are astonished at } 
competitive we are,” said Beard. 

“T've had a number of students 
‘Wow, you guys are better than 
they've got here, and witha iotah 
resources.” 

Beard taught the U of A’s first 
studies course in 1978, and film 
media studies became a degree-gr 
ing program in 1990. Now, as 
program’s path changes once a 
Beard knows what he wants to 
the future. 

“T would like to see us ina 
in which we fit well, in which we 
appreciated, in which we are abl 
develop collaborative initiatives 
four colleagues],” he said. “] 
that we will be able to preserve 
structure and curriculum control 
that we will find a way to grow | 


“Rilm studies is just as close a 
t 


new context.” 
Kerry B 


Willi Braun, head of the religious studies program 


Braun said. 

He sees the change as an offshoot of 
a new philosophy within the Faculty 
of Arts that focuses on forging inter- 
disciplinary ties. 

Though the final details of the 
future administration of his program 
continue to be a point of debate, 
Braun is certain that the current form 
of the department will not last. 

“The three programs have been 
functioning more or less—with the 
emphasis on the more—as rather 
autonomous academic units within 
a single departmental structure,” he 
said. 

“Over the past two years there have 
been some attempts made to cross-list 
courses between comparative literature 
and religious studies, and also between 
comparative literature and film stud- 
ies. But that cross listing was always 
the exception rather than the rule.” 

Inevitably there are drawbacks to 
such big changes, and Braun is regret- 


ee 


ful that they have to come at the} 
sonal level. 

“The people at the faculty 
and student level have been g@ 
along famously. There will cet 
be some loss in that regard,” heg 

And despite Braun’s cautious! 
mism, he is well aware that cont 
support from the University 
necessary for the program to 

“The future success of relf 
studies as an interdisciplinary, ° 
departmental operation will 1 
that the university continue 10§ 
strong support, and by this 1 
more than simply moral supp® 
more than supposing it will A 
simply on the basis of enthusiast# 
untarism on the part of faculty 
bers,” he said. “It is going to hi 
given assured funding that will 
it to plan for the future with som 
bility rather than flourishing ™ 


ona wind and a hope.” 2 
Mimi 
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TUDENTS AND PROFESSORS 

of the comparative litera- 

ture department got an early 

Christmas surprise when it 

was announced that plans 
for major changes to their department 
were in the works. 

On 15 November 2002, university 
,dministrators posted a letter on the 
faculty of Arts website outlining plans 
to dismantle comparative literature, 
film and media studies, and religious 
studies as an independent department. 
It also stated there would cease to 
be undergraduate degree programs in 
the comparative literature field. 

Comparative literature courses will 
likely be moved to either the depart- 
ment of modern languages and cul- 
tural studies or to the department of 
English. 

Dalbir Sehmby, a graduate student 
in comparative literature, was disap- 

inted at the abrupt notice from the 
faculty, calling the process “undemo- 
cratic,” as he said no discussion was 
made with the department on the 
decision. 

“Democracy takes time. They just 
don’t want to go through the pro- 
cess,” said Sehmby. 

Daniel Woolf, the Dean of Arts, 
would not comment on the situation. 

Students currently completing 
majors or minors in comparative liter- 
ature received letters informing them 
of the changes that were being made 
and assuring them they could still 
complete their degrees. But for some 
students, the assurances missed the 
point. 

“They are shocked that we are upset 
because they think we are well looked 
after,” said Sheena Wilson, a graduate 
student who teaches comparative lit- 
erature. 

“They don’t understand this desire 
we have to protect the discipline as 
well as the undergraduate students.” 


Wilson stressed the importance of 
the identity of the department. She 
worries about the consequences if 
enrolment in the degree program is 
suspended next academic year. 


“This is not so much 
about us. It’s about 
how to safeguard the 
discipline for future 
students at the U of A. 
Weare teachers and 
were devoted to the 
future of comparative 
literature.” 


SHEENA WILSON, GRADUATE 
STUDENT, COMPARATIVE LITERATURE 


“In two years how will we get to 
the students to encourage them to 
take comparative literature? How will 
they know about it if it’s listed under 
a different name?” 


TO 


\\29 


Muslim Students’ Association Presents 


ISLAM 


INFORMATION AND DISPLAY BOOTH 
From 10:00AM to 3:00PM next to Tim Hortons 


BAKE SALES 


Will feature a variety of ethnic foods from all over 


the Muslim World.. 


LECTURES - CAB 265 


| PROBLEM - 


Scriptural Deviance 
Oppression 
Gender Inequity 


For More Information Please Visit www.ualberta.ca/~msa 
or contact msa 


SOLUTION 


islam 
Islam 
Islam 


ualberta.ca 


Jan. 22 - 4:00PM 
Jan. 23 - 
Jan. 24 - 4:00PM 


Wilson fears the program in its cur- 
rent form will disappear completely. 

“This is not so much about us. It’s 
about how to safeguard the discipline 
for future students at the U of A,” said 
Sehmby. “We are teachers and we're 
devoted to the future of comparative 
literature.” 

Both Sehmby and Wilson give 
credit to Woolf and the rest of the arts 
administration for being responsive 
and talking the issue over with those 
it will affect. The administration has 
assured the department that all con- 
tracts will be carried out and that no 
jobs will be lost. 

The department of comparative lit- 
erature is now fighting to cancel the 
suspension that is currently active for 
newly enrolling undergraduate stu- 
dents, to represent and keep alive 
the undergraduate program, and to 
ensure their name stays the same. 

Sehmby summed up his message 
in six simple words: “Don’t fix some- 
thing that isn’t broken.” 

Joscelyn Armstrong 


Decision-making process 
considered ‘undemocratic 


COMPLIT + CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Although students currently enrolled 
in the program will still be able to 
finish their degrees, this proposal has 
inspired protest from quite a few stu- 
dents and faculty members. 

“I think it’s terrible what’s going 
on,” said fifth-year comparative litera- 
ture student Nancy Carlson. “I think 
the comparative literature program has 
a lot of potential, and for it to dissolve 
into another department is the worst 
thing that could happen to it right 
now.” 

Although no definite decisions have 
been made yet, a series of sub-com- 
mittees meet this month and then 
report to a general implementation 
committee in early February. 

Dr Ted Blodgett, a senior Professor 
Emeritus who was chair of compar- 
ative literature for twelve years back 
in its heyday (1975-1985, 1990-1992), 
expressed his anger at the proposed 
change as well as the decision making 
process, saying it “violates all notions 
of democracy” for its lack of consul- 
tation with those who it will affect 
most: the students and professors in 
the department. 

Both students and professors, par- 
ticularly from comparative literature, 
have been writing letters and petition- 
ing to save their undergrad program, 
and Blodgett is among the most vocal 
of those fighting the decision. 

“The Dean of Arts [Daniel Woolf] 
may say they have devised an imple- 
mentation committee, but the deci- 
sion to get rid of the department has 
already been made,” he said. “The 
people have no voice in whether the 
department stays or not. That is incred- 
ibly undemocratic.” 

Woolf was unwilling to comment 


on the situation. 

Despite the controversy surround- 
ing comparative literature, however, 
many members of the current depart- 
ment agree that the proposed changes 
will be for the best. 

“Personally, I think it’s a good 
change,” said Andrew Demoline, a 
third-year student of religious studies. 
“T think this will provide more cohe- 
siveness to the program. I don’t think 
all of religious studies necessarily fits 
neatly into history, but it fits a lot 
better than just throwing it into the 
leftovers pot like they did before.” 

Dr Jerry Varsava, current chair of 
the department, says Andrew is not 


alone in his stance. oe 
“It is the faculty’s view that the 
departmental reorganization will 


enrich the research and teaching of 
the professors involved,” he said. “It 
will also strengthen program offerings 
for students.” 

According to Dr Fordyce Pier, one 
of the co-chairs of the implementation 
committee, the decisions will likely 
benefit all areas affected. 

“Tm guessing that comparative lit- 
erature studies will be, if not as strong, 
then even stronger,” he said. “By hous- 
ing these subjects in other depart- 
ments and by selecting other courses 
from across the faculty to complement 
them, they can all be enhanced. That’s 
the premise we're working on.” 

No matter what the outcome, this 
decision may represent the end of an 
era for a department that was once one 
of the best of its kind. 

“I run into people all the time 
who tell me that the comp lit depart- 
ment at the U of A put our humani- 
ties program on the world map,” said 
Blodgett. 
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TIME 


4:00PM 


DRAW DATE: 


ce of Your Students’ Union for UofA Students, staff, alumni and their guests 


Feb 14 @ 9 POWERPLANT 


TRIP DEPARTURE : 
May Ist - 9th 


restaurant & bar 
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Jesus wouldnt 
drive an SUV 


Waar THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JESUS AND A 
TERRORIST? The kind of car they would drive, 
according to recent American television 
advertisements. 

In four states last fall, the Evangelical Environmental 
Network informed us that Jesus supports fuel 
efficiency. This week, the Detroit Project, a group 
headed by the Californian columnist and author 
Arianna Huffington, released two commercials 
implying:that SUV drivers are no better than terrorists 
and are, in some cases, even helping to fund terrorist 
organizations. 

The first commercial ends with a voiceover asking: 
“Oil money supports some terrible things. What kind 
of mileage does your SUV get?” The second one 
shows a range of average-looking Americans telling 
the viewers things like: “T helped hijack an airplane,” 
and “I gave money to a terrorist training camp in a 
foreign country.” This one ends with the question: 
“What is your SUV doing to our national security?” 

This union of religious fundamentalism and 
American patriotism with left-wing ideas of 
environmentalism may seem somewhat contradictory. 
After all, how can one be against terrorism and against 
the Bush administration's environmental policies at 
the same time in this black-and-white world of ours? 

But the fact that these extreme notions are being 
joined at all seems to indicate an interesting shift 
in American politics. Suddenly, environmentalism is 
the new raison d’étre for groups that wouldn't have 
even taken it into consideration ten years ago, and 
politicians who don’t jump on the bandwagon soon 
will be surprised to find themselves out of jobs. 

However, the problem with extremists taking on 
environmentalism from either the far left or the far 
right is that their arguments are not always credible 
or believable, and thus, often harm the cause more 
than they help it. 

Contrary to what Huffington would have you 
believe, for example, driving an SUV is not directly 
helping to hijack an airplane. And it seems doubtful 
that Jesus is watching up in heaven and saying, “Wow, 
they finally have me figured out down there! I do 
support fuel efficiency!” 

These arguments are more likely to turn people 
off environmentalism than anything, and someone 
should let their perpetrators know that. Huffington’s 
commercials are not going to achieve the goal of 
limiting the number of SUVs on the road. They’re 
going to make a lot of self-righteous people out there 
pretty indignant, and this is not going to help stop 
air pollution. 

The best way to bring people around to a cause 
is simple: facts. If you have genuine facts as to why 
SUVs are harming the environment, people are going 
to be a lot more likely to change their ways than if 
you tell them they're somehow indirectly supporting 
terrorism in some far away country. 

And as consumers, we have to try to exercise some 
judgment. As environmental debates begin to gear 
up, don’t believe everything everyone is telling you, 
because chances are, a lot of it isn’t true. Do your own 
research, check your own facts, and think critically, 
because knowledge is the only way any of us are going 
to make any difference. 


KRISTINE OWRAM 
Associate News Editor 


Lastman to leave 


Tre CENTRE OF THE UNIVERSE JUST GOT EVEN BETTER. 
After a 34-year political career, and two terms in office, 
Toronto's walking smile, Mel Lastman, is finally calling 
it quits. It’s about frickin’ time. And it’s also evidence of 
a problem we're witnessing at both a federal and local 
level: our leaders cannot let go of power. 

They lock it in unreachable towers, far from the 
hands of the people they represent. Meanwhile, people 
who are considerably less jaded, and perhaps better 
suited, wait in their wings for their time to shine. 

I welcome the change and would go so far as to 
suggest it’s time for Mayor Bill Smith to exit stage 
right. His cheerleading has grown stale. 


ADAM ROZENHART 
Entertainment Editor 


LETTERS 


There's plenty wrong 


with genetically 
engineered foods 


| shook my head when | read 
“Nothing is wrong with GM foods” 
by Phillip Head (14 January). It sad- 
dens me that ignorance is so ram- 
pant in our society today. And so 
here | am, to state what | believe to 
be the “truth” on GM foods. 

First of all, Phillip Head obviously 
failed to adequately research and 
understand the difference between 
genetically modified foods and 
genetically engineered foods (GE 
foods).When you genetically modify 
a food, like making grapes seedless, 
you don't cross species. 

Andwhen you select a strong bull 
to mate with a docile mother cow, 
you may be selecting for desirable 
traits but it is not the same thing 
as sitting in a lab and putting a fish 
gene into a tomato. In nature, if a 
horse mates with a zebra, you get a 
“Zorse, but the zorse is sterile. This 
is nature's way of saying, “Whoa, this 
isn’t supposed to happen!” 

It’s a control to prevent all of the 
crazy things that can arise from 
crossing species. 

Secondly, even if we test in some 
over-controlled lab and find that the 
GE crops are “fine,” there is no way 
to actually duplicate an ecosystem 
and take into account all of the dif- 
ferent effects a GE food crop might 
have. Unexpected things happen, 
and it’s not worth therisk. 

Sure, there is the age-old argu- 
ment that great things could come 
from GE foods like “solving” world 
hunger. My problem with this is that 
we are failing to understand the 
actual root cause of why people are 
starving in the first place. Maybe 
we could work to solve the actual 
problem instead of throwing some 
techno-solution at it. Sometimes 
big scientific technologies are not 
the answer. Further, a characteristic 
of an effective solution is that it 
doesn’t create more problems than 
it solves. 

A researcher in the United 
Kingdom found that in rats fed GE 
foods some developed tumours, 
suffered from influenced growth 
and some experienced brain shrink- 
age. Concerned? Also, | read in the 
Edmonton Journala while back that 
potatoes that are genetically engi- 
heered contain about one-fourth 
the nutrition of organic potatoes. 
That kinda defeats the purpose of 
“increasing yield” since now you 
have to eat four potatoes instead 
of one to obtain the same nutri- 
tion. 

Genetically engineered foods have 
also been linked to serious allergies. 
Moreover, David Suzuki stated in his 
well-researched book that “corn that 
was genetically modified to carry 
its own selective insecticide is now 
threatening to inadvertently wipe 
out the monarch butterfly popula- 
tion of North America.” I’m pretty 
sure that’s a bad thing. 

Regardless, even without testing 
we should acknowledge our lack 
of understanding when it comes 
to nature. Our “technology” has 
shown appalling ignorance to the 
fragile equilibrium of our earth. We 
threw DDT around claiming it was 
safe until species were showing up 
dead left and right. You can’t pre- 
dict that in some lab because you 
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can’t duplicate the complications 
of nature. 

We've been polluting to no end 
and are just now realizing that it 
might not be a good thing. We 
need to stop our arrogance and 
dominance over an earth that pre- 
cedes us in knowledge by four bil- 
lion years. And if you fail to grasp 
all of this, here’s a friendly reminder: 
we're better safe than sorry. 


HEATHER GOWER 
Arts tt 


Video games are the 
tops, somehow related 
to Gateway article 


In regards to the opinion piece 
Mr Krause wrote on never drinking 
(“Alcohol hasn't an ounce of good,” 
21 November). | don’t make a big 
effort tolet people know that | drink. 
| do, however, love playing video 
games. Video games are the great- 
est! 

| let the radiation from the televi- 
sion make me impotent and blind. | 
also love getting arthritis from the 
wickedness of the controller! Video 
games don't isolate people. When 
I'm playing Grand Theft Auto and 
killin’ bitches, I’m making meaning- 
ful interpersonal contact with the 
bitches I’m killin’. 

lm not self-righteous at all. I’m 
just weird. 

Oram |? 


MIKE CASEMORE 
Arts iV 


NDP leadership race a 
model for other parties 


The NDPleadership race is coming 
down to the wire. The last debate 
before the convention 25 January 
will be in Ottawa and televised on 
CPAC, the parliamentary channel, on 
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Tuesday, 14 January at 7pm. 

Never before has a Canadian polit- 
ical party had so many public lead- 
ership debates. Never before have 
ordinary party members and the 
public had such a good look at Jead- 
ership candidates in contest with 
each other. 

Will there be sucha public contest 
when the Liberals or Conservatives 
choose their leaders this year? | 
doubt it. Like the NDP used to do, 
delegates will decide their leader- 
ship contests andall the vote gather- 
ing will be done in private meetings. 
This is a shame. Our next Prime 
Minister may never have debated 
his rivals in public. 

Why don’t the Liberals and 
Conservatives open their leadership 


vote up to all of their members like: 


the NDP and the Alliance? What are 
they afraid of? 


TOM TROTTIER 
Ottawa, Ontario 


Christmas concert 
evidence of ‘perspective 
and tolerance’ 


Regarding the Gateway letter to 
the editor, “UofAChristmas Concert 
could have reflected a breadth of 
religions” (7 January), |am glad to be 
a part of a university that celebrates 
the music and traditions of all the 
major religions. 

A great portion of the repertoire 
for both singers and organists orig- 
inates in or is associated with the 
Christian religion and its traditions. 
How fortunate we are to perform 
some of this great music in the 
Festival of Lessons and Carols each 
year, an appropriate context that 
provides performers and listeners 
witha different way of experiencing 
the music than in a concert. 

| would suggest that the Festival 
of Lessons and Carols speaks/sings 
loudly to the breadth of perspective 


XX, | 
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and tolerance of the University. of 
Alberta. 


MARNIE GIESBRECHT 
Professor, Department of Music 


‘Remember Ben Tre’ 


Remember Ben Tre? That was the 
Vietnamese village the Americans 
destroyed in 1968. They said, “It 
became necessary to destroy the 
town in order to save it.” Since then 
the Americans have been saving 
townsalloverthe globe, in Cambodia, 
Laos, Panama, Nicaragua, Sudan, Iraq, 
Yugoslavia and more. Then on 
11 September, 2001, someone, no 
doubt, overcome with gratitude 
decided to save some Americans. 

The Americans (and Canadians 
too) responded in kind by saving 
several villages in Afghanistan. But 
alas, they were not able to save the 
elusive Osama bin Ladin. 

Now the Americans are asking 
Canadians to help save what is left 
of Iraq. Is there no end to their gen- 
erosity? 

| think it’s time we told our Prime 
Minister what we think of all this 
Charity. It's easy to do. He can be 
e-mailed or written to in care of the 
House of Commons, with no stamp 
required. The alternative, of course, 
is to do nothing and be prepared to 
express our gratitude when some 
one decides to save us. 


BEV CURRIE 


Swift Current, Saskatchewan 


letters to the editor should b 
dropped off at room 3-04 of te 
Students’Union Building, ore-mailedto 
managing @gateway.ualbertaca. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
includethename,student identification 
number, program, and year of. studyaf 
the author,to beconsidered, {for publica 
tion. 
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When we refer to something as having 
been “torn a new asshole,” we're not 
peing overly original, but the state- 
ment still has a certain weight to it 
when the speaker is the usually sober 
and proper Gateway Editor-in-Chief 
David Zeibin. Rightly, he was refer- 
ring to an article we ran a few days 
ago about a little something happen- 
ing at Dalhousie University, the Nova 
Scotia school that just became a little 
less affordable. 

Check it out for yourself on page 4 
ofour 14 January issue—Dave is prone 
to understatement, mind you, and a 
proposed 47 per cent tuition increase, 
I think, equals more than a tearing. 
And if you take a look at the University 
of Victoria’s 30 per cent increase and 
the differential fees proposals hitting 
tables at both the U of A and U of C, 
it seems that shortly it won't just a 
few isolated students who can brag 
about being gored so expensively. 
What's makes the situation even more 
daunting, though, is that I haven't 
researched who's getting gored at 
all-these examples are all I've stum- 
bled upon in the past week. 

The questions I have to ask, then, 
is when are the rest of our numbers 
really going to be up, and what are we 
doing about it. That is, if we feel like 
We should'do anything about it. 

And I ask “if we feel like we should 
do anything about it” because I’ve 
tried to wrap the situation around my 
head a few times, but every time I 
put myself in the shoes of four-fifths 
of Canadians who don’t walk through 
the halls of post-secondary education, 
Thave difficulty figuring our why us 
being here cheaply is a good thing for 
them. Maybe you've seen my efforts 
to glaze over the topic and assume 
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Accessible post-secondary is 
|damned without Albertas allegiance 


what we're doing is important in a 
past editorial, but I'd like to think that 
I've become a little less naive since 
November. 

Since then, the flip-side of the stu- 
dent-provincial government relation- 
ship has become apparent to me. We, 
right now, pay 24 per cent of the 
costs of our education. That means our 
government pays 76 per cent of our 
actual dues, meaning that every tax- 
payer in the province has given you 
$90 000 for every $30 000 you've 
thrown into the Uni’s maw. And 
the student’s percentage—you guessed 
it—is going nowhere but upwards. 


That means our 
government pays 76 
percent of our actual 
dues, and that every 
tax-payer in the 
province has given you 
$90 000 for every 

$30 000 you've thrown 
into the Uni'’s maw. 


Just last Wednesday, our university's 
president, Dr Roderick Fraser, put the 
situation in perspective for a hastily 
gathered Q&A session on tuition, and 
repeated a few nasty statistics on why 
our share of the cost of our education 
has risen—some pollster told him 
post-secondary education ranks sev- 
enth on the list of most Albertans’ 
concerns, behind such things as tax- 
cuts, health care and the first twelve 
grades of schooling. The good news 
was that, up until recently, our halls 
rated eighth, but the bad news was that 
a few questioners still felt comfortable 
asking Fraser why he was worth the 
$340 000 a year we pay him to run 
our $380 000 000 institution, without 
asking why they themselves deserved 
such taxpayer's subsidy. 

Now, I’m well aware that this 
comes off as cavalier, like I’m some 
sort of right-wing, live-and-die-for- 


Do you feel ANXIOUS when you are: 


° Public speaking 

* Meeting strangers 

¢ Eating in public places 

* Talking to people in authority 

¢ Participating in class or small groups 

* Speaking to members of the opposite sex 

¢ Looking people you don't know very well in the eyes 


If so, join our SOCIAL ANXIETY & SHYNESS GROUP 


When: 8 Wednesdays, 2:00-4:00 pm 

Start Date: Wednesday, January 29, 2003 

Register by: Friday, january 24, 2003 

Location: Student Couselling Services, 2-600 SUB 
Facilitators: Kim Maertz, Ph.D. & Julie Henkelman, M.Ed. 


the-Republic-of-Alberta goon, but we 
need to digest and respond to how the 
rest of Alberta sees us if we're ever 
going to get them on our side. And 
it’s important that we do—they’re the 
jury hearing our case. 

And that, I think, is something 
that the student body is coming to 
realize. Despite our SU President Mike 
Hudema’s attempt to bait the Q&A ses- 
sion’s audience into tearing Fraser to 
pieces for Administrative overspend- 
ing—he began the session by distrib- 
uting a graph comparing Fraser's salary 
to tuition rates—the vast majority of 
those present kept their questions to 
other topics—most often, how Fraser 
was petitioning the province for cash 
for our schooling. 

That said, if I said that Hudema was 
the last student on campus to think 
the Administration as anything but an 
already-squeezed lemon, I'd by lying, 
as the SU’s confused presentation on 
an incredibly complex Administrative 
“surplus” on Wednesday confirmed 
that he’s not alone. I will say, though, 
given that the SU’s positions last no 
longer than a year, turnover like that 
damns the kind of long-term planning 
that changing the hearts and minds of 
Albertans demands. 

I can sympathize with their efforts, 
really, but the truth of the matter is this: 
without a longer, sustained effort, the 
tuition battle is lost. Without chang- 
ing the province, it’s only a matter of 
time before an Administration, starv- 
ing for money, drops the large bombs 
on its students—the heavy munitions 
that say things like “47 per cent” on 
them—-sending the kids over and out. 

We can either accept that—the real 
world isn’t so bad, I’ve heard—or we 
can assume hokey titles like “post- 
secondary ambassadors” and “civic- 
minded, educated Albertans,” and 
show how, as individuals, what the = 
rest of the province has paid to put in 
our minds comes to pay them back. 
Until we accept such titles, wear them 
well, and wear them in the presence 
of the rest of Alberta, our days are | 
numbered. “e 


Call us at 492-5205 or drop by to sign up! 
Note: Prior to attending the group, participants will 
be required to meet briefly with one of the facilitators. 
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Race relations are a sticky subject—as 
atesult, they’re touched upon about as 
often as a festering case of Ebola, and 

only then with the protective gloves of 
| political correctness and ambivalence. 
By now, everyone in the city and most 
likely the entire province has heard and 
tead the awful events of New Year's 
Eve, when a group of white teenagers 
taking the LRT home from celebrations 
were attacked and beaten by over 30 
aboriginal youth. 

Immediately following this shocking 
‘vent were the inevitable gang-labelling 
and enraged letters to the editor about 
the seemingly deviant young natives. 
Edmontonians were up in arms, yet 
Were not quite sure how to express the 
anger and violation felt city-wide. 

The baffling inability to know what 
‘omake of this situation is understand- 
able in our city. This is Edmonton, after 
all, not Los Angeles. We are Canadians 
here, with a proud heritage of multicul- 
turalism and acceptance, nota past filled 
With strained race relations and gang 


VW PON 


Ethnic tension not a foreign concept 


riots and violence like the Americans, 
right? Right? 

What we are coming to terms with is 
how blissfully ignorant we Canadians 
really are about the makeup of our soci- 
ety. There are tensions and problems 
with racism in this country. Like the 
US, we have a sordid history of oppres- 
sion and intolerance, not only directed 
towards the First Nations but also many 
other minority groups. 


“But were nice 
Canadians. Good 
Canadians,” most of us 
are thinking, “I don’t 
hate anyone, so why 
would someone want 
to hurt me?” 


The treatment of Canadians of Asian 
descent in British Columbia for a large 
part of the past century is just one 
example that comes to mind. 

“But we're nice Canadians. Good 
Canadians,” most of us are thinking. 
“I don't hate anyone, so why would 
someone want to hurt me?” 

Unfortunately for us “nice” Can- 
adians, though we may think ourselves 


kind as individuals, as a society we 
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make a system that consistently ignores 
and aggravates racial tensions. 

When one of the New Year's natives 
cried, “Let’s fuck up these white 
bitches,” the biases and unjust treatment 
were suddenly turned against the inno- 
cent bystanders: these white teenagers 
were not racists. They were not oppres- 
sors or gang members. They were just 
in the wrong place at the wrong time, 
representing the majority culture that 
places these aboriginal youth on the 
fringes and labels them as troubled, 
impoverished and violent. 

Like many social problems left to 
fester, the strained relations these youth 
felt towards the dominant society esca- 
lated into violence. This does not mean 
that aboriginal youth are on a whole 
violent people; these white teens could 
easily have been as violent as them. The 
situation was created by a frenzy of 
media attention and angry or quizzical 
responses by members of society. 

What occurred on New Year's was an 
isolated incident. Our reaction to it was | 
not. The furor and uproar indicate a 
serious lack of understanding and edu- 
cation about what is really going on in 
our city and our country and what we 
need to do to improve our situation. , 
Though we as individuals may not sup- 
port or engage in racism, we perpetu- 
ate it in our society when we choose to 
be ignorant or apathetic. 
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Liberal agenda obviously a product of Hitlerite masterminds 


STEPHEN 
POTYONDI 


Most Canadians—even those who 
haven't picked up a newspaper in years— 
have probably noticed a trend in federal 
politics towards implementing policies 
that tend to rankle Alberta. The latest 
of these is the new gun registry law, 
which has generated a wave of rabid 
criticism across the province directed at 
the scheming masterminds in Ottawa 
and their nefarious plot to undermine 
Albertan sovereignty once again. 

Debates have raged over its merit, 
but none as poignant as one I had 
the other day with a typical gun-tot- 
ing menace from Peace River. When I 
asked him why the gun registry law 
heralded the end of the world, he 
replied, “The gun registry is a form of 
gun control. Hitler had gun control.” 
Then he glared at me accusingly from 
beneath his protruding brow. 

At first I was stunned by the sheer 
ludicrousness of this indictment of 
national policy, until I began to ponder 


it in the night, its crushing signifi- 
cance slowly gnawing away at my faith 
in the federal government’s good and 
honest intentions for my well-being. 

When I could take it no more, I 
rushed to the Rutherford library and 
performed some extraordinarily hasty 
late-night research on the subject. To 
my horror and dismay, I not only dis- 
covered that my companion was cor- 
rect about der Fiihrer and gun control, 
but I uncovered what I now know 
to be a sinister conspiracy within the 
Canadian Liberal party to imitate the 
domestic policies of the Third Reich in 
a subtle but concerted effort to unravel 
the social fabric of Alberta. 


When I asked him why 
the gun registry law 
heralded the end of the 
world, he replied, “The 
gun registry is a form 
of gun control. Hitler 
had gun control.” 


Consider ‘if you will, the recently 
ratified Kyoto protocol, which has rent 
asunder the tenuous props of the oil 


patch and crippled the once-mighty 
energy industry of our glorious prov- 
ince. All Canadians know this, but 
few are aware that in 1935, Hitler 
pioneered the Reichsnaturschutzgesetz 
or “nature protection law” in Nazi 
Germany. 

While this alone was not enough 
to arouse my suspicions, as I probed 
deeper, I also learned that Hitler was 
the first leader to ban smoking in 
public places. Is it mere accident that 
the Liberals have implemented the 
Federal Tobacco Control Strategy and 
that one of Alberta’s largest sources of 
tax revenue happens to be... tobacco? 

But it was when I read that Hitler 
was a fervent vegetarian that I became 
convinced that my greatest fears had 
been realized. Yes, those vegetarians— 
those hated enemies of the Alberta 
cattle industry—who exist happily 
in every other province were also 
embraced by the most evil man in his- 
tory. By now it should be obvious to 
anyone with a capacity for reason that 
the Canadian federal government is 
nothing more than a thinly disguised 
crypto-fascist holdout for Nazi sympa- 
thizers and anti-Albertites. 

The evidence is plain for all to see: 
the invasion of small, useless countries 
like Afghanistan and Iraq, the surging 


economy in the midst of a de facto 
depression south of the border, the 
virtual single-party regime that has 
existed for decades, and the red and 
white flag which bears an eerie resem- 
blance to the Hakenkreuzflagge of 
National Socialist Germany, all point 
toward the horrible truth of Canadian 
politics. 


Forget Ernst Zundel. 
Prime Minister 
Jean Chrétien is the 
true subversive peril 
in Canada. 


Forget Ernst Zundel. Prime Minister 
Jean Chrétien is the true subversive 
peril in Canada. Now, whenever he 
mentions that he “won't run again,” I 
find myself secretly wondering what 
he really means. 

Judging by the other provinces’ 
complacency and willingness to tol- 
erate this sort of federal policy, 
it is clear they have entered into 
an Anschluss with Ottawa, leaving 
Alberta as the sole bastion of free- 
dom, democracy, and capitalism in 
the country. Small wonder then that 


we have always been the victims of 
unjust and systematic persecution at 
the hands of the Canadian govern. 
ment. 

Can federal legislation demanding 
that all Albertans wear a yellow “] 
love AB beef” star be far off? 
would be fatal for the province to 
overlook the urgency of the moment 
and to underestimate the need to 
rally around its beloved Premier to 
unequivocally reject all future Liberal 
dictates. Unbeknownst to all, the 
ever-humble Mr Klein has been com- 
bating this oppression for years, nota- 
bly with his massive budget cuts 
(National Socialism is leftist and the 
Canadian government is Liberal— 
coincidence?). 

We must join the fight. The too 
oft-dismissed wisdom of the militant 
opponents of gun registry can no 
longer be ignored. Whatever logical 
route one follows when evaluating the 
above evidence, the same inevitable 
conclusion will be reached: gun con- 
trol is but one more link in the chain 
that Ottawa has been forging for years 
in order to usurp Alberta so that it can 
extend its baleful tentacles across the 
nation, unchallenged. 

And that is why I oppose firearm 
registry in Canada. 
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Telus Centre full of crap 


MATTHEW 
BLACK 


For those of you who haven't had the 
pleasure of your scheduled class loca- 
tion changing from the ever-accessi- 
ble Arts building to the remote Telus 
Centre, it’s the usually empty building 
located just south of the Law Centre 
and Timms building. 


Around November, 
though, the Telus 
Centre folks decided 
that having students 
in the building was 

an unwise idea and 
promptly erected signs 
warning students 

that said rooms 

were “restricted.” 


If some of you are thinking it’s 
odd that the University would name 
a building after a corporation, you're 
correct. You see, TC was what we 
political science students call a “con- 
ditional grant.” Basically, Telus said, 
“Here’s $13 million, but if you don’t 
spend it on a high-tech, business-ori- 
entated building and name it after us, 
no soup for you.” 

OK, fine—the University scores 
some cash and gets a new building, 
but when Telus backed out of their 
part of the bargain a year ago next 
month, even the then-SU President, 
the ever-controversial Chris Samuel, 
admitted the building had no real con- 
nection with campus and thus no real 
benefit to students. 

Apparently, we, the students, are 
expected to believe that the hospital- 
clean halls and extensive computer 
banks somehow make up for having 
to be late for both classes after and 
at Telus Centre. Regardless of what 
anyone says, making it from Tory 


Lecture to Telus at noon will take you 
more than ten minutes barring any 
sudden clear-outs of HUB mall or a 
Back to the Future-like hoverboard. I 
don’t see any Marty McfFlys around 
campus, so braving the crowds and 
being late for Spanish class are my 
only option. ' 

However, its remote location is 
only the start of the problems with 
the big TC. In addition to being 
located a quarter-hour hike from 
most other campus buildings, the 
Telus Centre has apparently adopted 
a student-unfriendly policy. For the 
balance of the first semester, the 
various rooms and meeting areas 
were open to students to sleep, 
study and do whatever students do. 
Around November, though, Telus 
Centre folks decided that having stu- 
dents in the building was an unwise 
idea and promptly erected signs 
warning students that said rooms 
were “restricted.” 

Apparently, the Centre has forgot 
ten that students need places to go 
between classes. 

The students meeting in these areas 
weren't exactly raising a ruckus, dis- 
turbing the eerily quiet atmosphere 
prevalent in the building. And for 
the most part, these rooms provided 
an ideal quiet study area away from 
the bustle of central campus. I cer 
tainly can understand if the business 
folk who hold conferences near these 
rooms from time to time want some 
peace and quiet, but from experience, 
such business meetings don’t seem to 
occur that often during class hours. 
Even so, in a University building, stu- 
dents, not businessmen, should come 
first. 

As part of the University campus, 
the Telus Centre must make a full 
commitment to students being i 
the building. The current conditions 
there aren’t conducive to learning, 
and students shouldn't be content (0 
put up with the University’s blatant 
attempt to hide the uselessness of the 
building. 

If the University is unwilling © 
make the Telus Centre more student 
friendly, they should cut their losses 
and move on, leaving it as a mone 
ment to the misguided ways of the 
University. 
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J n, say it. Say the F word. Feminist, 


i just met. So, let’s be frank: I 
} feminist. Swear to the God I don’t 
rye ia feminist. And I wear the 
proudly. Now, you (totally disre- 
ting the completely fabulous indi- 
al you are and making one great, 
sumption) probably don’t even 
what the word means. 

,, !msure you have an idea of what 
minist might be: a hairy-legged 
anman-hater, bitchy, butch, fuck- 
ly, adyke. Maybe. Those tend to 
he words I encounter. Maybe you 
use a few from that list, maybe 
e got a few of your own. And 
be when you hear “feminist” you 
atically think of an awesome, 
y empowered, beautiful, outspo- 
confident and cuntaliscious babe. 
if you do (and more power to 
), you are most definitely in the 
ority. This is Alberta, which makes 
ife significantly more difficult. 

ow, I sure as hell wasn’t always 
minist. There was a time when 
ard the word and just sort of 
ched up my fingers and screwed 


exc} 


up my face and was all like, “Not 
me!” Then I would say (and you know 
you've heard this before), “I’m not a 
feminist, but...” But I like the fact that 
I get to go to university, but I sure do 
love not having to pump out babies, 
but I think women should be equal 
to men. So instead I'd burst out with, 
“Tm an egalitarian!” 

Boy, is my face red. 


I think I always 
suspected I might be 

a feminist. I just didn’t 
have the tools to defend 
myself once I spoke 

the word and the 


onslaught began. 


I think I always suspected I might 
be a feminist. I just didn’t have the 
tools to defend myself once I spoke 
the word and the onslaught began. 
Label yourself as one in a generic 
social situation and you get anger, con- 
fusion, hostility—rarely ambivalence. 
And forget support. Most of all, you 
get sentences such as the always enjoy- 
able, “Oh, so you hate men.” 

Uh, no. Men are some of my rela- 
tives, some of my enemies, some of my 
best friends. All in all, men are awe- 
some. Women too—that’s my point. 

Basically, as a feminist, I believe 


eminists are real people, too 


people should be equal, as vague and 
overly simplistic a word and notion as 
that is. I believe that we should not 
gloss over our differences, but cele- 
brate them. I believe that we need to 
eliminate economic and gendered dis- 
parity. I believe that women in this 
society are exploited for their domestic 
labour, are made to feel like shit if they 
don’t conform to our narrowly-con- 
structed notion of beauty, and are gen- 
erally not valued or treated the same 
as men. I believe that this article is 
not nearly long enough to espouse my 
extremely complex and lengthy views 
on this topic. 

Maybe Gloria Steinem said it best: 
“Feminism is about choices.” Simple. 

Moving on, I’ve been going strong 
with this F word woven into the lexi- 
con of my general identity for about 
a year now. Like any living, breathing 
human being, I am somewhat of a 
mess of idiosyncrasies, contradictions 
and hypocrisies. I am a feminist and 
I listen to punk and folk music, read 
books, sporadically shave my legs, and 
fight both verbally and physically to 
the death. I rant about consumerism 
and buy pants at the mall. I hate pop 
music but get a kick out of dancing to 
Prince. I feel pretty guilty about wear- 
ing makeup but do it anyway. 

Mostly though, I have fun. The kind 
of fun that can only be found in the 
freedom of no longer caring what 
others think. 

This F word ain't so bad after all. 
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those who know me know I'ma 
y liberal-y, socialist kind of guy. I 
my health care paid for, my taxes 
, my death penalty non-existent, 
the cost of mounting the 40m 
dian bas-relief depicting a naked 
ta Kruschev punching Superman 
he face that graces the front of my 
Se, completely subsidized by my 
ince’s arts program. 
das such, one can pretty much 
ect that I'm all about the registra- 
of firearms—which, according to 
, more vocal Albertans among 
haturally makes me the worst Red- 
et Commie pinko-Nazi in exis- 
€ since Hitler invaded the moon, 
bed Neil Armstrong and ratified 
ational Energy Program in 1891. 
t don’t get me wrong; it’s not 
hate guns or anything. No frea- 
Way, pallio, A gun is probably the 
t versatile tool one can have handy 
d the house, food dehydrators 
ded, of course. I mean, you can 
the barrel end to totally shoot 
gs like bears, or home intruders, 
ome intruders riding bears; you 
like, bash smaller things with 
handle end, like midget home 
iders or, like, those flying pira- 
from James Cameron's Piranha II: 
Spawning... you could, uh, draw 
Bs if you taped a pencil to it... you 
'—oh, I don’t know, shoot it off 
) fast and read in bed by the light 
muzzle flash. 
€I said, a million uses, although 
PPose that shooting and bashing 
he only ones that aren't totally 
Hed. So I guess “versatile” isn’t 
est Way to describe a gun, really, 
you pretty much have to kill 
“thing to use one right. And what's 
Ong with that? After all, who 


ee 


doesn’t like to blow offa little steam in 
this work-a-day world of ours by kill- 
ing things? Losers, that’s who. Big, fat, 
Dorito-belching losers. 

But regardless of the obvious cathar- 
tic value prevalent in shooting the shit 
out of stuff that is treasured by so 
many Albertans and a few other choice 
factions of chromosome-lacking hill- 
billies scattered throughout Canada, 
there remains little actual reason to 
oppose gun registration. After all, it’s 
not like Jean Chrétien wants to take 
everyone’s guns away and hide them 
in his ass; there is simply not enough 
room in there, even without that mar- 
tini shaker he lodged in his anus to 
settle a bet during that fateful all- 
night party at the Canadian embassy 
in Mazatlan last Reading Week. No, in 
reality, the federal government’s inten- 
tions behind gun registration are likely 
far less ass-related than one would ini- 
tially assume. 

If I may be annoyingly pragmatic 
for a moment, the concept is pretty 
simple, really. Guns are designed for a 
fairly basic purpose—to kill or injure 
something or someone. Seeing as the 
killing of certain animals is already 
regulated by both the provinces and 
Ottawa, killing people is generally 


jun registration is my real girlfriend 


frowned upon in Canada, and gun- 
related injuries tend to play hell on 
overall health care costs, the Canadian 
government has a moral and legal 
responsibility to ensure that the risks 
proposed by gun ownership are mini- 
mized. And one way to minimize that 
risk is to know who in Canada. has 
guns, how many they have, and what 
they use them for. 

Alberta, of course, hates this idea 
because some politician other than 
Ralph Klein came up with it, and appar- 
ently it’s just another way in which 
the “eastern bastards” are “screwing 
us.” Well, I'm not sure how register- 
ing a firearm actively screws anyone, 
but just think of it as an extension 
of Canada’s big-government socialist 
ideal. 

If you're against gun registration, 
you might as well be opposed to every- 
thing else that our political structure 
entails, like welfare programs, free 
health services, or the fact that your 
tax dollars paid for that huge homo- 
erotic carving displayed prominently 
on the front of my house—which, 
even though you may hate it now, I’m 
confident that one glance of Kruschev’s 
lovingly sculpted obsidian nipples will 
be all it takes to change your mind. 
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Signs Super Mariois having abad day 


10 


PETA is on his ass again about stomping on turtles. 


9 Belligerent teens hanging outside of Bowser’s Fortress point and 
laugh at his “Chucky” overalls again. 

8 Killer migraine from smashing head on ceiling for hours on end. 

7 Theconstant funhouse music in head starts to tell him to do things, 


like disembowel Toad. 


6 After spending the weekend with Princess notices a strange rash on 


“Gamecubes.” 


5 Fucking shitty plumbing van broke down again forcing to him to 
drive humiliating Mariokart to work. 

4 Caught neighbour's Yoshi crapping on lawn again. 

3. Stomach-wrenching afternoon spent unclogging Bowser's toilet. 

2 Plans to catch up on Sopranos episodes this weekend scrapped due 
to one of stupid friends getting kidnapped yet again. 

1 Nintendo bigwigs shot down proposal for new game called Mario's 


Moustache Ride. 


Enjoy FREE admission to 


Theatresports,. or Chimprov 


when a second admission of equal or greater value is purchased. 


Valid Friday and Saturday nights - 11 p.m. start 
Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave. 

Not valid for Fringe or Mainstage productions 
Reservations recommended: call 448-0695 


Dance Mosaic Ltd. ~ Ethnic Dance Studio 
Located downtown at #206, 10609 —101 St. 


Call 425-3350 to register!!! 
-All Classes for Adults, beginner level- 


Belly Dance Flamenco Middle Eastern Drumming 
African Dance Polynesian African Drumming 

Italian Dance Pilates 

Indian Dance Yoga & much, much more... 


Counselors: Combined childcare/teaching. Must be able to teach or lead one or more 
of the following activities: gymnastics, tennis, swim, sail, canoe, water ski, arts 
(including stained glass, sewing, jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery, 
wilderness trips, field sports, equestrian. 

Service Workers: including openings for kitchen, laundry, housekeeping, secretaries, 
maintenance & grounds, and kitchen supervisor. 

Non-smokers. June 18 to August 23. Attractive salary (US) plus travel allowance. 

To Apply: Applications and photo gallery are available on our website: 
www.kippewa.com or contact us at the numbers listed below for a staff brochure 
and application. 


Kippewa, Box 340, Westwood, Massachusetts, 02090-0340, U.S.A. 
tel: 781-762-8291 | fax: 781-255-7167 
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| FOR CANADIANS 


Increased focus on Africa 


Application Deadline: February 17 


Website: http://www.cbie.ca/cida/main_e.html 


The objective of the CIDA Awards Program is to support 
individual contributions of Canadians to international devel- 
opment. Eligible applicants are master’s students and 
professionals who wish to conduct action research or a work 
project in partnership with an organization in a developing 
country. 


The program encourages initiative and leadership qualities as 
applicants are required to establish contact with an organi- 
zation in a developing country, prepare a project proposal 
relevant to the host country’s priorities and, if selected, 
coordinate all logistical and financial arrangements. The 
maximum level of the award has been established at $10,000 
and for projects in Africa at $15,000. 


The program is offered by the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) and administered by the 
Canadian Bureau for International Education (CBIE). For 
more information about the criteria and application proce- 
dures, please visit CBIE’s website or contact us by telephone 
at (613) 237-4820, ext 234 or e-mail smelanson@cbie.ca. 


Application forms are available on the Internet. Printed or 
electronic version will be provided upon request. 


CBIE BCEI pe Canadian International 
International Education Véducation intemationae Development Agency 
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try gateway.ualberta.ca for the 
latest in Chris Boutet-— 


24 chimes a day! 


1Q OPINION 


thursday, 16 january 


"saa 


January isn’t only the coldest, meanest 
pile of trash this side of December, but 
it also seems to be the month of fury, 
making it a difficult month to finda single 
thing to cram into the Burlap Sack. 

Take the concerns of Adrienne C, a 
lass in her second year who wrote from 
the Arts program. “Hello, you wonderful 
people,” she writes, before mentioning 
that she would “love [the Gateway] for- 
ever and ever” if we put “those horrible 
bottom feeders” from the Edmonton 
Journal into the Sack for “[pHoning] you 
every Saturday morning” in search of 
subscribers. 

This | understand. But, what about 
Christopher Drake, who took the care to 
send us copy of a letter to the editor 
he intended for the National Post. He 
didn’t quite ask if said newspaper could 
be in the Sack, but the first-page article 
the letter referred to, printed 13 January, 
2002 (“Dismantle the Border, CEOs say”), 
merits a kicking like mules and horses 
could only dream of delivering—appar- 
ently, a phalanx of pseudo-Americans 
known as the Canadian Council of Chief 
Executives thinks it'd be fucking hip ifthe 
American-Canadian border turned into a 
“simply internal checkpoint.” 

Sounds like treason to me, yes, but 
what about the Ottawa Senators being 
some $210 million in debt, and that, too, 
being front-page news while 420 mil- 
lion Canadians eat cardboard soup for 
breakfast and lunch, bypassing dinner 
due to expenses? Or what about how 
my mother called me last week, insist- 
ing that | sounded sad, then e-mailing 
a follow-up, asking if | indeed was “sad,” 
then confirming her concerns a week 
later with another e-mail? 

“Good candidates,” you might say. 
And I'd say to them: into the Sack, 
rats—all of you. 

Except for my mother, of course. 


RAYMOND BIESINGER 


The Burlap Sack is a semi-regular feature 
where a person or group who needs to 
be put in a sack and beaten is ridiculed 
in print. No sack beatings are actually 
administered. 


MIKE 
LAU 


‘The tube 


I admit that I’m a webcomics fan. 

Under the constant barrage of links 
my friends have sent me, I finally 
decided to read penny-arcade.com reg- 
ularly, and upon browsing the archives 
the other day, I came across one comic 
that became a personal favourite of 
mine. 


Indeed, civilization is, 
for the lack of a better 
word, the pipe— 

a symbol of violence, 
conflict, and strife 
within the world. 


Many Penny Arcade fans out there 
would have probably guessed which 
comic I’m referring to just by looking 
at the headline of this article, but in 
this particular comic, a fellow named 
Gabe finds a tube in someone's garbage 
and brings it home. His friend, Tycho, 
calls it garbage, at which point Gabe 
starts delivering severe beats. Tycho 
quickly retracts his earlier statement 
and acknowledges the tube’s power 
with the cowering statement, “The 
tube is civilization.” 

Although the comic was probably 
meant to be a comedy piece, that 
phrase got me thinking for a few 
hours. Indeed, civilization is, for lack 
of a better word, the pipe—a symbol 
of violence, conflict, and strife within 
the world. 

Call me cynical if you like, but his- 
tory has illustrated that every society 
lives and dies by the sword. The death 
of Remus by his own brother resulted 
in the birth of Rome, which is undeni- 
ably one of the greatest civilizations in 
history. The conquest of foreign lands 


is civilization 


is the main reason why Rome pros- 
pered. With conquest came the influx 
of resources and the assimilation of 
new cultures. Spreading its ideas and 
culture, the Roman Empire laid out 
the basic principles of bureaucracy 
and government within Europe. Like 
its birth, Rome collapsed underneath 
its own militant expansionism and 
promptly imploded once in-fighting 
erupted within the walls of its own 
empire. 

Other civilizations could be ana- 
lyzed in the same way. Born from 
the destruction of the American 
Revolution, the United States is bound 
to the inescapable nature of civili- 
zation—from the American right to 
form militias, to the Civil War, and 
even to its current approach toward 
foreign affairs. France and Britain are 
just as guilty—the French Revolution, 
Napolean’s conquests, and colonial- 
ism all come to mind. Chinese his- 
tory is marred with bloody wars and 
conflicts presented by its numerous 
provinces and warlords. ‘ 

The question that needs to be asked 
is why civilization is so intertwined 
with conflict. 

Many answers could be offered; 
one could cite reasons of resources 
and the accumulation of wealth, while 
another could cite reasons of social 
change within each civilization. I, on 
the other hand, theorize that it’s less 
complex than the socioeconomic rea- 
sons commonly recited in numerous 
textbooks and lectures. The idea of 
civilization conveys the messages of 
expansion and prosperity, which in 
turn conveys the messages of conquest 
and oppression. Civilization is violence. 
Civilization is conflict. Civilization is 
strife. 

In a simplistic kind of Way, life, 
and therefore civilization, is suffer- 
ing. It is in conflict that civilizations, 
and ourselves, thrive and prosper, 
are created and destroyed. Even if 
major socioeconomic reforms occur, 
the violent nature of civilization will 
continue; it is an unavoidable even- 
tuality. 

Did I mention that I like webcom- 
ics? 


Help People 
Income 


Be Your Own Boss 


Become a Doctor 


Chiropractic. 


Logan 


College*of* Chiropractic 


Earn a substantial salary commensurate with your 
position as a Doctor of Chiropractic. 


Most Doctors of Chiropractic are in private 
practice working an average of 40 hours per week. 


Prestige, respect and expanded leadership 
opportunities are available as a Doctor of 


Call Logan College of Chiropractic today to 
change the world of healthcare! 


1-800-533-9210 
www.logan.edu 
loganadm@logan.edu 


1851 Schoettler Rd, Chesterfield, MO 63006 


Change the World of Healthcare....Become a 


Chi ctic 
Gain the skills to assist your patients to achieve : ; 
and maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
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Everythings been donq 
already, ad nauseum 


CAMERON 
BARR 


“Tm bored,” I say. 

“So write something,” say my 
friends. They always say that when I’m 
bored. They're kind of predictable that 
way. 

“What should I write about?” I ask. 

“Something original,” they say, as 
they do every time. Very predictable 
of them, very unoriginal. 

Therein lies the problem. Everything 
I can think of has been done before, 
and most likely better (although I’m 
sure someone’s also done it worse, so 
there goes my master plan to lowball 
everyone else). 


There are only so many 
ways to weld words to 
a sentence, so many 
tones in a scale. 


The problem comes down to one of 
numbers, of combinatorics. There are 
only so many ways to weld words to 
a sentence, so many tones in a scale. 
Our species, over its million-year his- 
tory, bears a striking resemblance to 
80 billion monkeys bahging away at 
typewriters; occasionally, you'll get 
Shakespeare, but more often than not, 
youll get plenty of repetitive non- 
sense. 

Not that this is a new problem—I'll 
wager it’s been going on for millennia. 
I feel the same pain felt by that Cro- 
Magnon who realized that not only 
had someone else painted Oonga kill- 
ing deer, but had done so in the exact 
same fucking shade of brown. 

We don’t make it easy on ourselves, 
either. Our brains are exquisitely tuned 


to patterns in all that we perd 
We've created rules of gramma 
of composition that force our cre 
endeavours into aesthetically ple 
shapes. Those who mess with the 
do so at their own peril; James J 
may well have been a true Original 
that doesn’t make Ulysses any 
readable. 

The composer John Cage, fe 
that music had reached the end 
creative rope, once included a gt; 
of silence on an album. Recently 
descendants successfully sued aq 
poser who included a silent trag 
his album. I suspect that one a 
in the future, our-North Korean 
lords will look at the moment a 
was found liable for nothing atallf 
say, “That was the day the We 
imperialist culture finally collapse 

Well, like that, but in Korean, 

The University says it want 
cut down on plagiarism. How 
it? We're shaped by our an 


internalizing our influences ands 
ing them out onto lined paper, 
of our ideas have been articulate 
other, greater minds, to say not 
of our fiddlings with language. W 
worse, youre more likely to a 
marks on an exam if you can reg 
tate the text verbatim than if youg 
up with a wholly new and orig 
idea. 

The problem extends beyond 
closeted little academic world. 
going to get the green light frq 
movie studio: the challenging, a 
late film about a working-class f 
struggling to stay out of poverty, d 
one where, instead of a skateboa 
chimp, it’s a skateboarding cat? 

(Hint: everyone loves kitties!) 

I suppose I’m fated to come tog 
with the fact that our society not 
tolerates predictable, repetitive ¢ 
but actively rewards it. It’s a depres 
thought, and Id be tempted tom 
some grand, romantic gesture like 
cide or becoming a hermit. 

Except, well, it’s already been dq 

Dammit. 
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Hot Breakfast & 


wraps, salads & desse ; 


ral and catering information may be obtaine 


Lunch: 


j hone (voice mail) 492-1 
e-mail: lexpress@su.ualbert 
www.su.ualberta.ca/lexp 
Located in SUB Foodc 


Actually like some of the drivel from the pen of Raymond Biesinger? 


Find it allat www.gateway.ualberta.ca 
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Your $2.53 


Is 
Student money for student initiatives 
in the public interest 


This money was included in your SU fees. 
lf you choose to opt-out and get $2.53 back, 
*($1.27 for part-time students). 
forms are available at SU info booths in 
CAB, SUB and HUB; 
the SU executive office in SUB; 
and the APIRG office in HUB. 


Forms must be submitted by February 28th, 2003 


The Alberta Public Interest Research Group is 
student based, funded, directed, & run dedicated to 
education, research, & action in the public interest. 


APIRG - Alberta Public Interest Research Group 
@HUB International © 9111 — 112 St. 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB T6G 2C5 
© Ph: 436-0181 © Fax: 436-0184 ©email: apirg@ualberta.ca 
www.udlberta.ca/~apirg 


Students in Fourth Year 


ENGINEERING 


MAKE YOURSELF MORE MARKETABLE 


Write the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Exam 
Toward USA Licensure! 


Deadline to register is approaching fast! 


INFO NIGHT 


January 21, 2003, 5:00-7:00 pm 
ELTC Bldg, Main Floor, Room E1-013 


Hear what Engineering companies say 
about USA Liscensure. 


www.engusa.org for more information. 
Please RSVP by calling Maria Morimanno at 917-7643 


Economic 
Development 


Edmonton 


The Engineering and Technical Services Cluster 
An initiative of the Greater Edmonton Competitiveness Strategy 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Catch all the Oilers action 
at rait and the Powerplant 


3 
POWERPLANT 
ed restaurant & bar 
room at the lop 


Thursday, Jan 16 Los Angeles @ Edmonton 


Monday, Jan 20 Edmonton @ Calgary 
Wednesday, Jan 22 Detroit @ Edmonton 
Friday, Jan 24 Phoenix @ Edmonton 

Wednesday, Jan 29 Minnesota @ Edmonton 
Wednesday, Feb 5 Anaheim @ Edmonton 


Prize giveaways everytime 
the Oilers score! 


Drink specials every night vy 


ee 
STUDENTS 
UNION 

UofA Campus, No Minors www.su.ualberta.ca 


A service of Your Students' Union for U of A students, staff, alumni and their guests 


The Coca Cola Student Achievement Award was created 
as part of the Single Source Cold Beverage Agreement to 
recognize academic achievement, student leadership skills 
as well as assist with financial needs. All current University 
of Alberta full-time students’ are eligible to apply for these 
awards. an 


Each award winner will receive a $1000.00 cheque. 


Each applicant must submit: 

* Completed application form 

© Copy of most recent transcript 

* Two letters of recommendation 

* Two page resume 

* 300-500 word essay outlining academic achievement, 
financial need and student leadership skills - _ 


Applications are now available at SUB, © 
HUB, CAB Info Booths, 2-900 SUB, at 
all University Residences and at 
www.su.ualberta.ca 


Completed application packages must 
be received by February 3, 2003 at 
4:00 pm in 2-900 SUB. 
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Lean aay 
Chad) sessions, t's safe lo say most 
Bh fas have at least dabbled in one 


of the Anlernet's most 


Cee? 


ann fr hal mars ths 


We found a few people who have 


gotten down and dirty with the 


the neat hyperlink lo passion. 


Se ee 


eer. gagements, and 


broke dewn ne ahd 


LTS ie 


liaison. ee 


Thousands of Internet sites like kiss.com, lavalife.com, 
andadultfriendfinder.comare the newest high-tech 
version of personal-ad love-seeking. Most of the 
sites are set up in a similar manner with members 
writing brief bios, exchanging photos and e-mails 
in the hopes of meeting up with a lovely someone 
close by for an encounter. Picky mates get a sneak 
peek at who they're fixing themselves up with soit’s 
kind of like blind dating with a twist. 


Marie Revista, a 27-year-old graduate from the 
U of A, has met a number of people by scouring 
online ads. Her reasons for choosing cyber-dating, 
like many, weren't out of desperation or a lack of 
personal skills. 


“| work all the time and | never really get out of 
the house very much, so there’s no place to meet 
guys besides the bar, which isn’t the best,” Revista 
says. “It’s just an easy, sober way of meeting people.” 
She's a confident, attractive, successful and charis- 
matic woman who represents a growing number 
of people who are on the web not out of despera- 
tion but because it seems like a great way to meet 
people when hectic schedules make any other way 
difficult. 


For busy students already accustomed to doing so 
much online, the step towards dating is a pretty 
small one; however, as Revista states, it isn’t always 
a better alternative to traditional avenues. 


“It usually goes from the Internet to the phone and 
then you can be talking for hours and hours which 
makes you so comfortable that you completely let 
your guard down,” Revista continues. “You forget 
that this person is a stranger and you have never 
even met face to face.” 


So, while at first it may seem like a safer alternative 
to blind dating or picking up someone on the dance 
floor, the same anonymity that makes the Internet 


so alluring and open can also make it very danger- 
ous. “You can get to know somebody pretty inti- 
mately pretty quickly when you get to hide behind 
a computer screen, but | don’t know if it’s very 
honest either.” 


Unfortunately, the closeness that develops by 
exchanging personal details can be treacherous. As 
Revista explains, “Someone is far more likely to be 
truthful with you face-to-face than they are hiding 
behind a screen.” It is very easy to be deceptive 
about anything from income and interests to per- 
sonal appearance. A false sense of closeness lures 
in many people before they even realize what has 
happened. “For all you know, they could have their 
friend’s picture posted and be someone totally dif- 
ferent than they seem to be.” 


Besides the obvious danger of falling into some- 
thing you aren’t prepared for, Revista elaborates 
that simply the mounting expectations from get 
ting to know someone well before you ever meet 
can just lead to heartache. 


“It’s so much different from just randomly meeting 
someone and talking,” she reveals. “When you use 
the Internet, you have more expectations. You think 
you're doing it better this way and then you meet 
them and it’s usually very disappointing.” 


Of course, not all of Revista’s experiences have been 
bad ones. She’s met a good friend, and offers to 
anyone looking to dabble in the digital realm of inti- 
macy some pretty simple advice: “If you want to 
do it, you have to be fairly serious about meeting 
somebody, because a lot of people just do it as a 
game.” Don't deceive, check out what information 
you can about a person to verify they are telling you 
the truth, and if you do decide to meet up, bring 
some friends along just in case Mr Perfect has lied 
to you about something more sinister than the size 
of his bandwidth. 
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Version 2.0 of Internet dating is a little more 
involved than grabbing a cup of java a week after 
meeting online. The full-fledged Internet relation- 
ship is another form of dating that seems to appeal 
toan entirely different group of young people. This 
category is filled with people who spend months, 
even years, exchanging the most detailed of per- 
sonal desires before ever meeting, if at all. It’s a 
megabyte up from casual dating, and with higher 
stakes inevitably comes higher costs. 


Susan Donym described herself as “a young, inse- 
cure, slightly pudgy girl” when she first became 
involved in a long-winded three-year relationship 
with an older man that eventually led to an engage- 
ment and her moving her life to Missouri to be with 
him. Initially, she explains, the lure of an intense rela- 
tionship came from the comfort found in the ano- 
nymity and openness the Internet offers. 


“became this rabid Internet addict because there 
was a beauty to no one every knowing what | really 
looked like, and there are lots of men on the Internet 
whoare interested in every self-indulgent thing you 
have to say,” she remarks. 


“It is easier to feel that you know someone online 
because there’s no pretense; there’s no physical 
awkwardness,” Donym continues. “You can go on 
the computer in your pajamas and, in half an hour, 
feel as sexy as you ever could in a bar.” Inevitably 
the same comfort that comes from computer- 
enhanced relations also leads to an unrealistic close- 
ness between people who wouldn't have chemistry 
or even give one another a second glance on the 
street. Which leaves the question, is it healthy to 
get involved with a partner you could never really 
be with? Donym says she now regrets her deci- 
sions and advises anyone tampering with the idea 


to really think twice. 


“People want to think desperately they will be 
attracted to one another but when you do end up 
meeting in person, they could be really fat, really 
ugly, or just not smell right,” she laughs. “There is 
so much human interaction that comes from just 
looking at the way someone communicates, uses 
their hands, smells and touches that you just can’t 
get from a computer.” 


By separating so many normal aspects of human 
sexuality from the love equation, she claims people 
are putting themselves in serious danger that will 
inevitably lead to those involved getting hurt. 


“It’s one thing if there is someone who's near and 
you can verify their personality by meeting right 
away, and something altogether far more danger- 
ous to get into an emotional attachment to some- 
one who is just a projection of whatever you want 
to believe.” 


She offers it really isn’t possible to maintain a healthy 
long-distance relationship with a handle onascreen 
and an electronic picture due to the unavoidable 
distortion inherent to liaisons that leave so much 
to the imagination. “Basically you're communicat- 
ing with the best aspects of yourself because you 
are projecting those aspects onto the person, and 
that’s how they begin to seem perfect, which they 
obviously are not.” 


Her advice is pretty simple: “Don't do it.” If you are 
going to meet someone, do it as soon as you feel 
comfortable, but don’t fall into the trap of melo- 
drama and poetry or you’ in for a world of disil- 
lusionment when the fantasy turns out to be just 
that—a fantasy. 


You can get to know somebody pretty intimately pretty quickly when you got 
lo hide behind a compuler scxeen, but S-don't know of it’s very honest either. 
-MARIE REVISTA, INTERNET CASUAL DATER 


“Basically you're communicating with the best aspects of yourself because you 


-SUSAN DONYM, AN E-MAIL ROMANTIC 


Sjiust figured the world was such a huge place that there was no reason my 


-BEN NEWMAN, SUCCESSFUL ONLINE LIAISON 


The final group in our study involved an older, more 
serious crowd who have begun to romp the ’Net 
looking for nothing less thana soulmate fit to marry. 
Entirely different from the middle-aged men look- 
ing fora sweet young college girl to violate, and not 
so whimsically romantic as the e-mail chat addicts, 
these people are quite serious about scouring all 
over the world for a perfect match. 


“My life basically centres around a very small group 
of people and | wasn’t finding the right lady in 
my modest social circles,” explains Ben Newman of 
his reasons for jumping into online dating. “I just 
figured the world was such a huge place that 
there was no reason my soulmate was necessarily 
going to be someone | could find at the neighbour- 
hood pub.” 


It turns out his notion may just have been right. 
Newman found his equal, Melissa Clearie, four 
years ago, and after she moved to Edmonton from 
Toronto last year, the two married. So, it seems not 
every virtual reality love story ends in virtual disas- 
ter. “The key for us was that we were both serious, 
mature and knew exactly what we were looking for,” 
Newman states. “We weren't out to play games and 
were completely honest with one another from the 
start, so when things moved from on screen to off, 
we knew what we were getting into.” 


Newman continues, “I can see how kids using the 
Internet as a game can definitely open themselves 
up to getting hurt, but, if you trust your instincts, it 


can be a beautiful way of expanding your possibili- 
ties to find someone wonderful.” 


For him, the gamble was worth the reward and 
all the preliminary time the two spent travelling, 
chatting and calling has only made the relationship 
stronger. 


“| knew it was going to be hard and it was, but 
that almost made me more sure that it was right,” 
Newman explains. “If | still wanted Melissa even 
though we were thousands of miles apart, and it 
meant risking everything, and that was completely 


worth it, then it was obviously right.” 


It seems digital rapture isn’t a pointless endeavour 
for some who are seriously looking to invest. Don’t 
expect it to be easy, though. Even Newman admits 
he was incredibly disappointed with many of the 
women he encountered before his wife. There were 
psychos, stalkers, oddballs and nymphomaniacs, but 
inthe end, it was worth sifting through to find a real 
lover in the end. 


The moral of this story: don’t expect anyone to 
drop from the Netscape gods into your lap tomor- 
row. Whether you're a cyber flirt queen dating for 
fun, a spectacular romantic or one of the lucky few, 
you can expect a million duds downloading before 
you ever get to the goods. Regardless, the gamble 
seems worth it to thousands as more and more 
of your friends, neighbours and bitter ex's sign in 
every day. 
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SOCAL 
INTERCOURSE 


Downway 

with Wisconsin and 10Second Epic 
New City Likwid Lounge 

Friday, 17January at 8pm 


The new New City Compound presents 
Downway, an up-and-coming punk band from 
Calgary. Downway formed out of the dissolution of 
two other bands, S.P.|. and Blind Hate, in 1995. 

The four young members of Downway have 
stuck together since then, and they now have 
three albums and several successful tours under 
their belts. Recent successes include three of 
their songs being included in the Xbox game, 
Transworld Snowboarding. 


The Downway pay homage to Colt 45. 


lan Tyson 


Horizon Stage (Spruce Grove) 
16 &17January at 7:30pm 


Canadian legend and folk hero lan Tyson is lend- 
ing his presence to the Horizon Stage in Spruce 
Grove. 

Tyson is probably best known for his song “Four 
Strong Winds,” the traditional closing song to the 
Edmonton Folk Festival. Although he’s no longer 
with his ex-wife Sylvia Tyson or his backup group 
Great Speckled Bird—and he’s a bit more country 
than folk—Tyson still keeps playing if an audience 
is there to hear him. 


The Frozen Heart 
(Das gefrorene Herz) 
Metro Cinema 

Friday, 17January at 7pm 


A three-way liber co-production between 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland, this 1979 film is 
about a friendship between an umbrella mender 
and a basket maker in rural Europe. 

When the umbrella mender freezes to death in 
the forest, it is up to the basket maker to make sure 
his friend receives a proper funeral. In the process, 
he meets the dead man’s girlfriend. And she gives 
him a life lesson in love—with sexy results, no 
doubt. 


Do you have what it takes for HeroClix? 


MarvelHeroClix Toumament 
Wizard's Comics and Games 
Saturday, 18January at 129m 


Geekier than Magic: The Gathering but not quite 
as geeky as Warhammer, HeroClix is a game where 
small figures are pitted against each other. Each 
figure represents a super hero in the Marvel or DC 
Universe and each character has different stats and 
super powers. 

The officially sanctioned tournament is exclu- 
sively based on the Marvel Universe and has prizes 
like rare figures straight from the manufacturer. 


DANIEL KASZOR 
Circulation Manager 


Metallica in trouble with Metallica 


JAMES ELFORD 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Wearing little more than a huge rock-hair wig, 
Speedos and a leopard-print vest, local musician 
Blair Piggott munches on a banana that had been 
stuffed down his pants moments earlier and 
rambles on thoughtfully about music, fun, and 
what it means to be threatened with a lawsuit by 
a once-great band. 

“Tam surprised. I never thought anyone would 
find out about a little town like Edmonton, 
Alberta,” he laughs. “We just figured no one 
would pay attention, but obviously somebody 
has.” 

Blair is talking about his band’s recent induc- 
tion into the steadily growing legion of people 
who have been threatened with court action by 
the ever-litigious California-based Metallica. The 
problem? They are upset with the Edmonton- 
based band’s choice of name: Metallica. 

In a letter from the Los Angeles law firm of 
Manatt, Phelps and Phillips, the original band 
is demanding that their local counterparts cease 
using the name (as well as anything “confus- 
ingly similar”) amongst other conditions, and 
has given them until Friday to agree. 

“Your use of METALLICA is particularly aston- 
ishing to the band, given that you have admit- 
ted in at least one interview that ‘you know that 
you are not allowed to use the name,” stated the 
cease-and-desist notice. While the lawyers claim 
the original Metallica wants this to end amica- 
bly, Piggott does express some concern with the 
letter. “What if we want to change the name 
to something like Metardica,” asks Blair. “Is that 
OK?” 

University of Alberta law professor Wayne 
Renke notes that because the more famous 
Metallica has trademarked the name, they are 
in a very strong position from which to make 
demands. “They've been working for years to 
build this name,” explains Renke. “And they 
want to protect the distinctiveness of the band.” 

Piggott ignores rumours that the band’s name 
was chosen as a publicity stunt, insisting that it 


PROUD PIGGOTT “Metallica” frontman in full battle garb. 


was more of a whim than a well-thought-out 
plan. 

“Well, me and Pat were just joking around on 
the phone and I said, ‘Let’s just call ourselves 
Metallica,’ and we just laughed,” explains Piggott. 
Blair claims that Pat called him back a few days 
later and said that he liked the idea. “I said, ‘I 
was joking about that,’ and my first feeling was, 
that’s gonna get us in a lot of shit, but then I 
thought life’s too short to worry so let's do it and 
see where it takes us. Let's have some fun and live 
for the moment.” 

When their transgression was finally discov- 
ered, Blair was more excited than disappointed. 
“T sent their lawyer a letter saying, we're totally 
stoked that you found out about us. We'd be 
really happy if you guys would review our MP3s 
and send back some comments. I really like the 
song ‘Harvester of Sorrow.” 

The band’s distinctly cocky and troublemak- 
ing attitude comes through in their habit of blitz- 
ing, where the band sets up their instruments 


JAMES ELFORD 


and plays a quick set usually without permis- 
sion. They've already hit SUB, a 7-11, and a house 
party. For them, this habit is part of a larger out- 
look on their music. 

“Being a band is more than just the music; 
it’s about getting people together and having fun 
and breaking shit,” insists Blair. “For me, there 
should be a connection to the music and to the 
fans, ... to people who are too scared to sing with 
us up on stage, so we drag them up on stage. The 
music is secondary, if we can make somebody 
feel good for a night, and forget their problems, 
even for a little bit...” 

For the present, however, the local Metallica 
seems ready to acquiesce. “I think what I really 
want to do is play a couple more gigs under the 
Metallica name and see how far we can push it.” 

However, the threat of Metallica’s expensive 
lawyers and the potential ramifications of con- 
tinued resistance seem a bit too much for Blair 
and company. “I never really wanted this to be 
something that keeps me up at night.” 


Asian Persuasion invades PowerPlant 


Chi-Sun:The Asian Persuasion 
aka Carson Ho 

The PowerPlant 

Saturday, 18 January 


ADAM ROZENHART 
Entertainment Editor 


Canadian-born Chi-Sun is no stranger to music. 
At the tender age of 17, he snuck his way in to 
a Big Sugar show at the Rev where he witnessed 
Gordie Johnson work his magic on guitar. At 
that point, he knew he had to learn to play the 
guitar. 

Only staying in lessons for three months, Chi- 
Sun continued to jam with friends, and eventu- 
ally moved into playing a variety of common and 
eclectic instruments. 

“T moved on to bass, then drums, and then I 
woke up one day and I figured I really loved hip 
hop,” says Chi-Sun. It obviously wasn’t as simple 
as that, but Chi-Sun steered his tastes toward hip 
hop, all the while incorporating his musical tal- 
ents into his music. Learning to play the uhru 
(Chinese violin), the Gu Jang (Chinese harp) and 
the cello, Chi-Sun combined his range with the 
rhymes of hip hop. 

“You can add so many different styles to [hip 
hop],” he notes. “Some of my songs have Spanish 
guitar, classical guitar; some are kind of rock; 
there are some electronic elements, and some 
scratching.” 

Although Chi-Sun hasn’t entirely incorpo- 
rated Chinese instruments into his stage show, 
he got the idea because he’d grown up his 
whole life listening to traditional Chinese music 
played by his parents. However, he wanted to 


PERSUASION TAKES THOUGHT Chi-Sun, aka Carson Ho, writes songs in his home studio. 


add his own spin to things and play something 
distinctly unique. 

“T wanted to transfer it to something current 
instead of Chinese Disco,” he laughs. 

But Chi-Sun isn’t limiting himself to hip hop 
alone. His show at the PowerPlant on Saturday 
will include martial arts and breakdancing to 
give the audience that extra visual treat. 

“It’s just a full entertainment deal,” he boasts, 
enthusiastically. “It’s part of the full show that 
I want to give people—to entertain people, so 
they can see part of my Chinese heritage.” Chi- 
Sun, a big fan of Jackie Chan movies, plans on 
incorporating some of the “Drunken Master” 
style into his stage show. 

Chi-Sun’s enthusiasm is apparent when he dis- 


cusses his music, and though he graduated with 
a degree in education from the U of A, he calls 
music his real passion. 

“TMusic] has been my hobby,” he says frankly. 
“T've been doing it in all my spare time, and ifl 
can do it for a living that would be the greatest 
I want to travel around the world and this is the 
perfect vehicle for that.” 

With high hopes, Chi-Sun will be filming 
Saturday's entire show on the chance that the 
product will play a role in securing a deal witha 
record company. You could witness the outbreak 
of up-and-coming hip hop talent. And maybe# 
few years down the road, you can regale you! 
friends with your tale of having seen the Asian 
Persuasion at its inception. 
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Ascene from the Nathan Morlando-directed COUNTDOWN. 


‘Metro short shorts a 
worthwhile watch 


Three Short Films 
shot byAndré Turpin 
Metro Cinema 

17-18 January at 9pm 


PETER 


Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Québecois cinematographer André 
Turpin has three short films featured 
at Metro Cinema this weekend. Could 
this be a worthwhile time to spend 
an evening this weekend? Well, let me 
tell you... 


Liquid Love 
Directed by Nadine Schwartz 


This is a stylistic look at the emo- 
tional journeys leading two lovers to 
engagement. But it’s really more style, 
than substance. The imagery, combin- 
ing nature and passion with a decid- 
edly in-your-face score, is stirring and 
at times unsettling. But the actual plot? 
Certain themes are touched on, like 
the fearful uncertainty of the modern 
love/sex combination, the isolation 
of lovers in relation to surrounding 
friends, the use of art as expression 
in the face of insecurity and the gap 
between the perception of us now 
and forever, all were pushed aside in 
favour of love scenes and flowers in 
equal proportion. Why? 

The occasional clever metaphor of 
nature expressing passion and free- 
dom does not justify the severe lack of 
characterization or insight in a film so 
nearly dealing with important issues, 
but not. 


Atomic Saké 
Directed by Louise Archambault 


Three young women, one night with 
saké, three truths, one story, told three 
times from each one’s perspective. 


The use of camera angles is spot on: 
panning for scenes of the close friend- 
ship, short and sharp for those of inten- 
sity, simple and stable for setting the 
pace of love. There is an incredible level 
of characterization of the three ladies 
considering how little time was avail- 
able. With each telling, a new aspect 
of the character in focus is shown, a 
new perspective on the friendship as a 
whole is given and a further piece of 
the truth, affecting all three, is revealed. 
And not a cliché in sight. Atomic Saké 
is a well-executed, blunt look at the role 
of honesty within friendships 


COUNTDOWN 
Directed by Nathan Morlando 


Judging from the reactions of those 
at the screening, this is one for the 
men. This is not your typical art-house 
film. It’s about a bicycle courier who 
dreams of becoming an action film 
star and his opportunistic method of 
trying to make it happen. 

Playing between the surreal, the past 
and the present, this film shows where 
he’s coming from, how he’s trying to 
get there, the realization that it’s not as 
he thought. 

However, this film is just good— 
not great. A fantastic opening fight 
scene, an interesting look at the fight- 
ing instinct of man, and a well 
done take on commitment, persis- 
tence and taking risks all make this 
worth watching, but why the shred 
of a love storyline? It was the equiv- 
alent of putting a sneaky love scene 
into a chick flick—decide which sex 
you're primarily targeting and forget 
the other, I say. 


Forget about the first short, but the 
second two make for interesting view- 
ing. Maybe this isa worthwhile way to 
spend your weekend. 


Slick Shoes 
Self-titled 

Tooth & Nail/EMI 
wwwslickshoes.net 


ALEX KONYE 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Remember Ricky “Data” Wang. He was 
ahead of his time—precocious and 
comically ethnic, he’d invent gadgets to 
earn his honour with the treasure-hunt- 


ing Goonies. The guy (Ke Huy Quan) 
who played him is appearing in an 
upcoming triple-threat celebrity-box- 
ing match with “Chunk” and “Sloth.” I 
digress. 

Unlike Mr “Data” Wang, the power/ 
pop/punkheads Slick Shoes fail to 
deliver the goods when I need them 
the most. The other day, I was being 
pursued when I came upon a “precari- 
ous plank over cascading water”; the 
oil hidden in my soles wouldn't spurt, 
resulting in my metaphorical capture 
at the hands of the evil Fratelli family 
(read: boring audio experience). 

I'd advise the Slick Shoes camp to 
align itself with a hep cartoon pro- 
ducer, and write a theme song, but 
Good Charlotte beat them to the punch; 
doped-up gibbons with harmonicas 
would sound better. Descent into medi- 
ocrity is obviously lightning fast. 


Solos shows life through dance 


BrianWebb Dance Company 
Presents: 

Cori Caulfield’s Portrait Solos 

John Haar Theatre (10045-156 Street) 
17-18January at 8pm 


RYAN WILLMAN 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Those of you familiar with the psyche- 
delic phenomenon “tracers” would not 
find it unusual to consider a moving 
body as a paintbrush. 

Indeed, this concept brings to mind 
nights on beaches drawing shapes in 
the dark with the glowing tips of sticks. 
Now suppose that you put this meta- 
phorical brush into the very talented 
and capable control of professional 
dance choreographer Cori Caulfield. 
The result is a presentation of warped 
artistic portraits worthy of any paint- 
ing done in Europe. 

“Dance, to me, is a concentration of 
life,” Caulfield claims. “Ifa picture says 
a thousand words, a body moving: in 
space should speak volumes—a solil- 
oquy a second, whole biographies in 
the bat of an eye.” 

Portrait Solos is a program choreo- 
graphed and performed by the Port 
Moody native Cori Caulfield. It includes 
six solos that are all very different. 

“Fach one is a different character,” 
notes Caulfield. “In a way, they are 
paintings that move, that suggest a 
time, place, emotion, personage, and 
then they are gone. You only get brief 
glimpses.” 

Caulfield brings her gallery of por- 
traits alive through her diversified back- 
ground of study in dance. Caulfield 
has studied all over the world and 
has established herself as a renowned 
artist in Vancouver, Beijing, Montréal, 
Toronto and New York. Her efforts 
have afforded her the titles of Senior 
Ballet Provincial Representative and 
Provincial Ballet Champion. Caulfield’s 
repertoire as choreographer also 
includes works such as Io Sono Dolce 
Morosa, which spliced dance tech- 
nique with nineteenth century opera, 
and Party Girl, whose main character 
was a living juxtaposition of body and 
lyricism. 

Caulfield has built a reputation for 
including a full range of artistic medi- 


ABODY MOVING SPEAKS VOLUMES Cori Caulfield dances in Portrait Solos. 


ums in her dance productions with 
the help of her friends Mark Taylor 
and Mary Berezowsky. The three have 
a collaborative history together which 
spawned from their original meeting 
when Caulfield taught their children 
dance at her School of Dance in Port 
Moody. 

Taylor has developed soundscapes 
for anumber of Caulfield performances 
while Berezowsky designs costumes. 
The combined efforts of these three 
artists yield performances that have 
been described as pure, telling and 
distinctive. Their most recent efforts 
in Portrait Solos strives to compress 
the smallest details of expression into 
six individual diamonds of elegance 
and brazen honesty. 

In Portrait Solos Caulfield embodies 


the role of a portraitist based on her 
strong beliefs in the power of the met- 
aphor. The success of Portrait Solos 
depends on the audiences identifi- 
cation with the metaphors Caulfield 
is representing, thereby forging an 
immediate and intimate connection 
with the audience. 

When Caulfield dances, she’s look- 
ing for what she calls the “involuntary 
shudder” as a reaction from her audi- 
ence. 

“Condensed beyond language, dance 
can evoke sympathizing that is not 
only emotional but visceral. I am 
mining for the empathetic response— 
the shock of recognition.” 

Caulfield’s Portrait Solosis the poetry 
of movement, and it says more than 
any picture ever could. 


Grammy predictions 


KRIS BEREZANSKI 


Arts & Entertainment Writer 


And the Winner is... Avril? 

Last year’s Grammy’s had a hope of 
redemption with unpredictable nomi- 
nees and O Brother, Where Art Thou 
winning for best album of the year. 
This year? The Grammy’s have sunk 
even lower into a pit that recalls 
the blasphemous nominations of boy 
bands and lip-synchers in the 1990s. 

It may just be my lack of patrio- 
tism, but why should we be happy that 
Canadian artists have been nominated 


if their music is bland and boring? Two _ 


examples of the phenomenon include 
Nickelback and Avril Lavigne. On one 
hand you have the cookie-cutter rock 
band who show no spark of original- 
ity in their “I’m sad, Daddy’s drunk” 
ditties. On the other is a fabricated 
female singer made to look like a 
rebellious alternative to the Britney’s 
and Christina’s of the world. Lavigne, 
whose idol until two years ago was 
Shania Twain, is up for Song of the 
Year and Best New Artist. 

Also up for a handful of awards this 
year is Eminem. Ever since he per- 
formed with Elton John at the 2002 
Grammy’s, he’s become their poster- 


boy. They can’t seem to get enough, 
but does he have enough support from 
middle-aged men to get the votes? 
He probably doesn’t care, and I find 
myself wondering if he’ll show up at 
all for the ceremony. 

The big underdog seems to be Norah 
Jones with her album Come Away 
With Me; her soft-rock pseudo-jazz 
will probably be huge with the voters 
and she could easily come out on top 
like Alicia Keys did last year. 

The huge glaring omission from 
this year’s Grammy’s is Wilco’s Yankee 
Hotel Foxtrot, which has the perfect 
story for a Grammy nomination. 
Deemed not commercial enough to 
be released by Warner's Reprise label, 
Wilco re-sold it to Warner's offshoot, 
Nonesuch, effectively being paid twice 
for the same music. It ended up being 
their best-selling album ever. I thought 
they might have been the underdog 
candidate, but I guess Norah Jones is 
just too good. 

Not all is lost, though. A few cate- 
gories show that some people in the 
Grammy world know what’s going on, 
most notably in the Best Soundtrack 
category: Y Tu Mama Tambien and Six 
Feet Under are up for awards. But Am 
Sam, with its Beatles covers should 


bleak, sad 


prevail. 

For alternative music, Coldplay has 
once again been nominated (they won 
last year) and should be a shoo-in 
for a repeat. It would be nice to see 
Beck walk away with an award for Sea 
Change, but Coldplay have taken over 
the world with A Rush of Blood to the 
Head's sensible pop melodies. 

Other notable nominations in vari- 
ous categories include Queens of 
the Stone Age for “No One Knows” 
in the Metal category, along with 
System of a Down's “Aerials.” Look 
for the Flaming Lips to take Best 
Instrumental Performance and Clinic 
for Best Alternative Album. 

Another bizarre trend this year is the 
awards committee making up for lost 
time: in the Best Rock Song category, 
Bruce Springsteen is the youngest nom- 
inee. Even Sting is up for an award 
again for a live song that was originally 
released over ten years ago. The Boss is 
up for a few other awards, too; nothing 
like post-terrorism albums to liven that 
patriotic spirit. 

Now that you have the lowdown, 
you don’t have to watch the Grammy’s. 
I sure won't. Then again, maybe you'll 
all want something to bitch about until 
the Oscars. 
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KangarooJack 

Directed by David McNally 
Starring Jerry O'Connell, 

Anthony Anderson, Estella Warren, 
and Christopher Walken 

Starts Friday, 17January 


Why films shouldnt cast marsupials 


DANIEL KASZOR 
Circulation Manager 


Very few movies are so ultimately 
moronic that I come out of the 
theatre realizing I am dumber than 
when I entered. 

Juwanna Mann was one of those 
movies. Tomcats was one. So was 
Slackers. And now joining that illus- 
trious pedigree is the latest turd from 
Jerry Bruckheimer’s production house: 
Kangaroo Jack. 

Let’s sum up the “plot.” Charlie 
(Jerry O'Connell) is a hairdresser in 
New York City who always gets into 
wacky trouble with his buddy Louis 
(Anthony Anderson). You see, Louis 
saved Charlie’s life when he was a kid 
and Charlie always feels obligated to 
help Louis out (cue obligatory end- 
of-movie Louis-life-saving-by-Charlie 
scene and subsequent re-affirmation 
of friendship). 

During one of Charlie and Louis’ 
zany hijinks (which may have caused 
the deaths of several police officers; 
were not told and the sequence 


KANGAROO KAPER Jerry O’Connell and Anthony Anderson posing with what they believe is a dead kangaroo. 


was so “zany” and “wacky” that 
we aren't supposed to ask), the duo 
accidentally costs Charlie’s mobster 
stepfather (Christopher Walken) $4.5 
million. The mob boss gives them one 
last chance to prove themselves: a 
mission to take $50 000 to a man 
in Australia. While in Australia, they 
hit a kangaroo with their jeep, and 
while taking “amusing” pictures of 
themselves posing with the creature’s 
corpse, they realize that it isn’t dead. 
By that time, the kangaroo has run 
off with Louis’ jacket—the same jacket 
that contains the $50 000. 

‘ The saddest thing about this movie 
is the fact that Jerry O’Connell seems 
intent on making films that suck. He 


has grown to be so much more than 
just the fat kid in Stand By Me (that 
means that I think Sliders was pretty 
good and that in no way do I feel at 
all ashamed about it). Sure, he seems 
to be doing OK on Crossing Jordan, 
but O’Connell could be doing much 
better. 

Oh yes, and Estella Warren (Planet 
of the Apes, Driven) is in this movie 
as well. She doesn’t do anything nota- 
ble except act even more poorly than 
O’Connelll’s last leading lady, Shannon 
Elizabeth. 

As for good things about the movie, 
there aren’t really any. I guess the 
movie could be commended for having 
a plot that makes sense. And the spe- 


cial effects were OK. The movie is also 
thankfully short. However, none of 
these things made me want to stab my 
eyes out any less. 

You might think you want to see 
Kangaroo Jack because it is laughably 
bad. It isn’t. It is just bad. Honestly. 

You will have more fun carving 
Latvian proverbs into your arm. If 
you really want to see a movie that’s 
bad, try renting Firestorm starring 
Howie Long. If you want to watch 
a movie that’s so bad it’s awesome, 
watch Collision Course starring Jay 
Leno and Pat Morita (The Karate Kid’s 
Mr Miyagi). If you want to have chil- 
dren with below average intelligence, 
see Kangaroo Jack. 
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January 28 Skyreach Centre 


Tickets available at the Skyreach Centre Box Office, all 
ticketmaster.ca centres or Charge-By-Phone: 780-451-8000 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable taxes and service and handling charges. 
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ALEX KONYE 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Analysands of the world, cheer up! You 
needn't concern yourselves with tens of 
dozens of hours on the couch, blather- 
ing on with uncaring Dr Philistines; | have 
found the site for you. All you need to 
ask yourself: What pre-1985 video-game 
character am |? 

Rather than probe your unreliable (and 
boring) memories, or wade through the 
neurotic morass you call “life,” a simple 
questionnaire will assign you a game- 
character that fits your profile. Check as 
many boxes as you'd like, and if you don’t 
like the results, cheat. 

Apparently, I’m an Asteroid. | am a 
drifter. | go where life leads, which makes 
me usually a very calm and content 
sort of person—that or thoroughly apa- 
thetic. Usually, | keep on doing whatever 
I'm doing, and it takes something special 
to make me change my mind. 

|mean, my God! It’s as if you've cracked 
open my skull, scooped out my gooey 
brain-pulp, and laid it out for me, sans 
jargon. Thanks. 


TEACH English 
Overseas 
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Job Guaranteed 
info Pack: -888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar: 


Tuesdays @ 7 pm. 10762 82 Ave 


globaltesol.com 
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Standard Issue Star Trek 
Phaser and Tricorder 


DANIEL KASZOR 
Circulation Manager 


Kobayashi Maru! Get your Marshmellons 
ready and set phasers to awsome. These 
two quality Playmates® brand Star Trek: 
The Next Generation toys circa 1993 
make sure that you are ten degrees of 
rad and So degrees of cool. 

The tricorder can make the familiar 
wowowowowowow0 noise as well as a 
beep beep and boop boop noises. The 
type-2 phaser can be set fora short burst 
oran elongated blast. 

However you can't set the phaser with 
alittle dial between stun and kill like Riker 
did in the season-three episode “The 
Vengeance Factor.” 

lacquired these gadgets on an away 
mission to the planet “Radical.” The Gorn 
had just jumped through a time portal 
toEarth’s Depression Era. There, a battle 
between a young Hitler and a robot 
named “Data” took place. An improba- 
bility field collapsed in the next town, 
and Hitler and the robot turned into a 
phaser and tricorder. The Gateway thus 
acquired these items. 

The Gorn is still missing. 


Info-tainment combines music with politics 


MICHAEL SCHWANDT 
The Ubyssey 


VANCOUVER (CUP) — This week 
in Vancouver, dozens of artists will 
be rocking for a cause. The eighth 
annual Vancouver Rock For Choice, 
which began on Wednesday, continues 
through to Sunday at venues through- 
out the city. The event includes a series 
of six concerts and will raise funds for 
Everywoman’s Health Centre and the 
Elizabeth Bagshaw Clinic. 

Event organizer Denise Sheppard 
hopes that Rock For Choice will also 
raise awareness of issues pertaining to 
reproductive rights. 

“We like to call it info-tainment,” 
says Sheppard. “While raising money 
is obviously an important thing in 
a day and age where clinics are get- 
ting their funding cut time after time, 
what's equally important is to invite 
people of all ages and all demograph- 
ics to try to raise awareness and plant 
seeds of politicism.” 

Rock For Choice organizers feel 
combining the arts with political activ- 


Brought to you by the Muslim Students’ Association 


Tired of the everyday Burgers and 
Fries? Visit our CAB booth everyday 
from 10:00AM to 3:00PM for a variety 
of ethnic foods from around the 
Muslim World. Save thousands of 
dollars in airline expenses, because 
we’ve brought the food here to YOU! 


For More Information Please Visit www.ualberta.ca/~msa 
or contact msa 


ualberta.ca 


ism is a strategy that has proven suc- 
cessful in the past. 

“If you think of some of the biggest 
sources of fundraising for politics, I 
think of Live Aid, I think of Sub City 
fundraising, I think of “We Are The 
World,” Sheppard says. 

She goes on to explain that music 
also has the power to draw attention, 
as well as people, to political issues. 


“We like to call it 
info-tainment.” 
DENISE SHEPPARD, 
ROCK FOR CHOICE ORGANIZER 


“If you decide to infuse music and 
politics, you are in a better position to 
not just preach to the converted, but 
also to teach people who have an inter- 
est but want to find a place to put it.” 

Rock For Choice has expanded in 
many ways since its 1995 inception. 
This year’s event includes more eve- 
nings of music than in previous years, 
with concerts held in an expanded 


array of locations. 

The long list of performers includes 
Neil Osborne of 54-40, Operation 
Makeout, the Be Good Tanyas, Carolyn 
Mark, Lost Tribes of the Sun, 
Submission Hold, the Gossip, and 
the Organ—artists representing many 
genres. 

The type of venues selected ensures 
that a dialogue can be established 
between the performers and attend- 
ees, who effectively become partici- 
pants rather than simply spectators. 

“We have big artists in small venues 
so that people can feel like they're 
part of something special and inti- 
mate,” Sheppard explains of sites such 
as the Vancouver East Cultural Centre, 
Video In Studios and Sonar—‘“where 
the artist is able to freely talk to the 
audience about what’s important to 
them.” 

Sheppard stresses the importance of 
involving people of varied ages in Rock 
For Choice. Nearly all of the concerts 
will be held at all-ages venues, ensur- 
ing that younger people are able to 
attend and take part in the event. 


“Maybe people who are 13, 14 or 15 
will come, find out a little bit about 
certain issues that are affecting pos- 
sible future choice options,” she says. 
“People will then grow up and hope- 
fully realize how important it is. That’s 
one of our mandates.” 

A new addition to Rock For Choice 
is a day-long conference held at Simon 
Fraser University’s Harbour Centre 
campus. 

“This is the first year of our confer- 
ence, [so] we like the idea that it will, 
hopefully, continue,” says Sheppard. 

The conference will include work- 
shops on a wide range of topics, ‘as well 
as speakers from Vancouver clinics, an 
appearance by Olympia-based activist 
Nomy Lamm and a film screening 
(Group, starring Carrie Brownstein 
of Sleater-Kinney, a former Rock for 
Choice performer). 

“Definitely, there’s lots of entertain- 
ment. There’s lots of political activism 
going on,” she says of the inaugural 
conference, admission to which will 
be by donation. “It’s just totally open 
to everybody.” 
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Tuition Fees 


Books & Supplies 


Transportation 


Accomodation 


work 


We're hiring part-time sandwich artists at several of our Edmonton 
and St. Albert locations and would like you to know we value 
students. We start our sandwich artists at $7.00 per hour plus 
offer a wide range of benefits like very flexible hours (especially 
around exam time) bonuses (gift certificates, movie passes, etc.), 
contests (all expense paid trip for two to Disneyland), Blue Cross 
Health coverage (including dental-f/t only) and a fun, no-grease 
environment. 


$500 SCHOLARSHIPS 


e one to four available per location 
e don't need to be an honours student 
or athelete, just an employee. 


$100 SIGNING BONUS 


e paid after 3 months employment 
© applies to any student who works 
a minimum of ten hours per week. 


FREE BUS PASS 


¢ paid at the end of each month to 
any student who works a minimum 
of ten hours per week. 


FREE AT ANY OF OUR 12 LOCATIONS ~ 


e free footlong sub for any shift you 


SORRY, 4 out of 5 AIN'T BAD! 


If you are interested, e-mail us at 
subway@telusplanet.net or swing by 
our SUB location for an application. 
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Student Involvement 
Recognition Awards 


The Students’ Union provides awards to those students who 
have made significant contributions to the improvement of 
the quality of student life on campus through involvement 
in clubs, fraternities, faculty associations, volunteerism, and 
leadership at the University of Alberta and throughout the 


community. 


Complete Application Package Deadline: Monday, 
February 3, 2003, 5:00 p.m. Submit to 2-900 SUB. 


Alberta Treasury Branches Involvement Award* 

($500.00 award) 

Must be enrolled in a business related program (i.e. B. 
Com., B.A. in Economics) and a Canadian Citizen who has 
been a resident of Alberta for 5 years. Priority will be given 
to students in financial need. Must include a copy of most 
current transcript with application. 


Anne Louise Mundell Humanitarian Award 

($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and 
an engraved plaque) 

Must be involved in charity/volunteer work and be an 
active member of a club contributing to the development 
of the arts and culture on campus. 


Cristal Mar Memorial Award 

($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and 
an engraved plaque) 

Must be a full-time student who has contributed to the 
greater campus community and demonstrates compassion 
towards fellow students. Priority will be given to students 
involved in a campus safety organization. 


Dean Mortensen Award 

($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and 
an engraved plaque) 

Must show strong participation and leadership in campus 
recreation and intramural programs and have contributed 
toward a safer and more secure campus atmosphere. 


Dr. Randy Gregg Athletics Award 

($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and 
an engraved plaque) 

Must be involved in athletics, demonstrate strong leader- 
ship skills, and contribute to student life at the University 
of Alberta. : 


Eugene L. Brody Award* 

($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and 
an engraved plaque) 

Must have made a valuable contribution in extra-curricular 
campus activities; academic standing is a consideration in 
determining the winner. Must include a copy of most cur- 
rent transcript with application. 


Hilda Wilson Volunteer Recognition Award 
($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and 
an engraved plaque) 


Cie Set 


Each applicant or nominee is required to submit: 

A completed application form 

A recent transcript, if necessicary 

A brief two page resumé, 

Two letters of reference and 

A three hundred word statement explaining why they qualify for the award. 
(500 words for Award of Excellence) 


All Applicants must be full members of the Students’ Union. Application forms are 
available at the reception desk at 2-900 SUB, CAB, SUB and HUB Info Booths, Faculty 


Must be a volunteer member of the Students’ Union at the 
University of Alberta or a community service organization; 
demonstrate a sincere dedication to others. 


Hooper-Munroe Academic Award* 

($400.00 award) 

Must possess the highest GPA with a minimum nine credits 
obtained during Spring/Summer term of all of those who 


apply and must not have previously received this award. Must 


include a copy of most current transcript with application. 


Java Jive Merchants Ltd Award 

($500.00 award) 

Must combine service to the community and campus involve- 
ment, demonstrate leadership qualities and have a satisfac- 
tory academic standing. 


Lorne Calhoun Award 

($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and an 
engraved plaque) 

Must have been an active member in a University of Alberta 
club and/or Faculty Association; and not have previously 
received this award. 


Maimie Shaw Simpson Book Award 

($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and an 
engraved plaque) 

Must have made an outstanding contribution to campus life 
through hard work and leadership; preference will be given 
to those who have made an outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of women on this campus. 


Royal Bank Financial Group Involvement Award* 
($500.00) 

Must demonstrate a combination of volunteerism, leader- 
ship and participation, both on campus and in the greater 
Edmonton community. Must include a copy of most current 
transcript with application. 


Royal Bank Student Faculty 

Association Involvement Award* 

(only one $500.00 award will be given) 

Must be an executive member of a student faculty associa- 
tion at the University of Alberta who has made an outstand- 
ing contribution to the students they represent; demonstrate 
strong leadership skills; academic standing is a consideration 
in determining the winner. 


For further information contact Kelly Herregodts, Academic Affairs Coordinator at 


2-900 SUB, 492-4236, aac@su.ualberta.ca 


Association Offices and www.su.ualberta.ca. Only one application form is required 
for all awards, (with the exception of the SU Award for Excellence and the Gold key 
Award) up to a maximum of three awards. 


Students’ Union Award For Excellence* 

($1500.00 and a medallion) 

Must be in their graduating year, have attained a minimum 
GPA of 7.5 in ten (10) full courses, or their equivalent 
taken within the previous two (2) years, be involved in 
extra-curricular activities in the University and/or com- 
munity, demonstrate an ability to work well with students, 
staff, and the general public. Must include a copy of most 
current transcript with application. 


Subway Sandwiches Award * 

(Possibly two $500.00 awards) 

Must be a student in a full time program leading to an 
undergraduate degree and maintain a strong academic 
standing. One award may be given to a student actively 
employed with Subway (SUB or Newton Place locations 
only) and one award to a non-Subway employee. This 
award criteria is pending Students’ Council ratification. 


Tevie Miller Involvement Award 

($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and 
an engraved plaque) 

Must be an active member of a club or association at the 
University of Alberta and demonstrate strong leadership 

skills. The candidate may not receive a salary or honorar- 
ium from the said club or association. 


Tom Lancaster Award 

($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and 
an engraved plaque) 

Must have made an outstanding contribution to student 
life on campus through dedication and strong commit- 
ment to others and have shown active involvement and 
leadership in the Students’ Union through volunteer work 
or participation within a Students’ Union club or service. 


Walter A. Dinwoodie Award 

($750.00, $150.00 U of A Bookstore Gift Certificate and 
an engraved plaque) 

Must have made an outstanding contribution to student 
life through active volunteer work for a public service club 
registered with the Students’ Union and/or a Student 
Union Service. Persons who receive a salary, honorarium, 
or any other monetary remuneration for their work in the 
above organizations shall not be eligible to receive this 
award, 


* Transcript required. Please note that transcripts can take 
up to five days. 


——— 
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Students’ Union Award U. in Ea 


SALUTE was developed by Students’ Council to promote and encourage 
excellence in teaching by recognizing faculty members who make out- 
standing contributions in their roles as undergraduate instructors at the 
University of Alberta. 


Eligibility 
All instructors of undergraduate courses are eligible for nomination. 
Nominees for the Award should have taught a minimum of three *3 sec- 
tions, one of which has been taught in the current academic year. 


Nomination 
All nominations must be made by students. Information regarding a pro- 
fessors eligibility can be obtained from the Department office and will 
be verified by the Students’ Union. Nominations must include signatures 
of support from at least ten current students. Maximum three letters of 
support from faculty, alumni and students may be included. 


All nominations are strictly confidential and will be made available to the 
selection committee only. 


Criteria 
Understanding that outstanding teachers come in all shapes and sizes, 
there is no strict eligibility criteria and we encourage nominations which 
you, as a student, feel are worthy of recognition. 


Examples include: 

‘ generates a desire for continued learning 

- availability outside of the classroom 

‘ respects differences in student approaches to learning 

- is flexible enough to accomodate differences in the rate of student 
learning 

: diplays role-model characteristics 

* communicates clearly 

‘is organized and prepared for lectures 

‘ is sympathetic to student concerns and lifestyles 

- has developed appropriate lectures, readings, assignments and exams 

* demonstrates fair and consistent assessment of course work 

has good knowledge of subject matter and awareness of new informa- 
tion 

‘ inspires critical thinking 

* acts as a student advisor in department 

‘ contributes to development of teaching and learning in the greater 
university community. 


Application Deadline: Monday, February 3, 2003, 5:00 p.m. 
For further information contact Catherine van de Braak at 492-4236. 


Application packages are available at the Students’ Union Executive offices 
(room 2-900 SUB), SUB, CAB, and HUB Info Desks, Faculty Association 
Offices and at www.su.ualberta.ca. 


Gold Key _. 
Recognition Award 


Who Has Made the Campus a Great Place? 
The Students’ Union would like your help in identifying those individu- 
als who have contributed to the improvement of life on campus or in 
the community. If you are, or know of, a student, staff member, or other 
individual who has shown exceptional dedication in one or more areas of 
the university, or community 
at large, we would like to pay tribute to them. 


This tribute is in the form of a Gold Key Recognition Award which will be 
presented at the Students’ Union Awards Night on Tuesday, March 25, 
2003. 


Recognizing Excellence 


The Students’ Union Gold Key Award was created by the Students’ Union 
President Tevie Miller in 1950 and was intended to recognize the best on 
campus-those who contributed most to making the University of Alberta 
a better place-for their outstanding work in extra-curricular activities. 
This honour was bestowed on those people who had contributed greatly 
to the campus community. Thus a group was formed which was related 
to all campus organizations. The Gold Key Society was involved in a wide 
variety of events, it entertained visitors, and acted as ambassadors for the 
university. The Gold Key Society lapsed in 1970 and was revived in 1990 
to recognize the large number of people who have contributed to campus 
and community life, and to provide them with an opportunity to continue 
to contribute to the university. In the tradition of the original Gold Key 
Society, members assist with the Society's mission wherever and whenever 
possible. 


All members of the campus community are eligible for the award with 
the exception of the Students’ Union Executive. The Gold Key Awards 
Committee shall have the discretion to award a number of Gold Key 
Recognition Awards. Notwithstanding other involvements, participa- 
tion in Student Government, Volunteer Activities, Student Organizations, 
Student Services, and Community Involvement may be considered. To be 
eligible for the award, an individual must: 


1. Be nominated or submit an application; 
2. Not have previously received this award. 


Application Deadline: Monday, February 3, 2003 5:00 p.m. 

Submit to 2-900 SUB. 

For further information contact Catherine van de Braak at 2-900 SUB, 
492-4236. 


Application packages are available at the Students’ Union Executive offices 
(room 2-900 SUB), SUB, CAB, and HUB Info Desks, Faculty Association 


Offices and at www.su.ualberta.ca. 


Confidentiality will be respected. 


SPORTS 


sports@gateway.ualberta.ca + thursday, 16 january, 2003 


HOME GAMES 


Hockey — Clare Drake Arena 
Friday, 17January _ Pandas vs Regina, 7pm 
Saturday, 18 January Pandas vs Regina, 7pm 


Basketball— MainGym 

Friday, 17 January Pandas vs Bobcats, 6:30pm 
Bears vs Bobcats, 8:15pm 

Saturday, 18 January Pandas vs Bobcats, 6:30pm 
Bears vs Bobcats, 8:15pm 


Track & Field — Butterdome 
Friday, 17January 6-9:30pm 
Saturday, 18January 10-7pm 

Sunday, 19January = 9-1:30pm 


ATHLETIC NOTES 


Track & Field 


There's a track meet in the Butterdome all 
weekend long. At press time, there was no avail- 
able information pertaining to specific events or 
competitors, though the times are listed above. 


Swimming 

The Canada West championships run in Calgary 
17-19 January. The CIS championships go 21-23 
February in Victoria, BC. Too bad there aren't any 
home meets this season. 


Basketball 


The Pandas come home with a 3-9 record, 
but their weekend opponent is even worse: 
the Brandon Bobcats haven't won in twelve 
conference matches this season. The Pandas 
haven't won in five. 


Don Horwood’s Bears (8-4) are ranked second in 
the CIS, and will challenge the 8-4 Bobcats in 
the Main Gym this weekend. The Bobcats are 
suspiciously ranked ninth. 


Hockey 

The Pandas (12-0-0) challenge the last team 
to beat them ina conference game at the 
Drake this weekend. The Cougars triumphed 
3-1 on 28 October, 2000 in Edmonton. 


The Bears (17-2-1) are off for the weekend, while 
head coach Rob Daum and six Bears compete at 
the 2003 Winter Universiade in Tarvisio, Italy 16-26 
January. Defenders Jeff Zorn and Blair St Martin, 
netminder Clayton Pool, and forwards Ryan Wade, 
Kevin Marsh and Kris Knoblauch made the trip. 
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The Bears’ undefeated record will stand at least 
another weekend; they resume play 24 January. 


Volleyball 


The Bears (16-0) have a bye this weekend, while 
the Pandas (10-4) are in Saskatchewan for a pair of 
matches against the 4-10 Huskies. Alberta power 
Tawana Wardlaw leads the Canada West confer- 
ence with an average of 3.91 kills per game. 


Wrestling 

Chris Maynes (84kg) and Owen Dawkins (96kg) 
represent the University at the non-conference 
Guelph Open in Ontario 17-19 January. 


‘Track and Field for whom? 


Lack of promotion frustrates 
coaches and athletes of ‘sport 
at its purest’ 


BRENDAN PROCE 
Sports Editor 


This weekend’s track and field meet in the 
Butterdome, and its lack of promotion, brings a 
lot of frustration to those involved. 

“Tt’s a self-fulfilling prophecy,” said head coach 
Jim Slepica. “We say the media never promotes 
us, sO we're reluctant to speak with them. Then 
they’re reluctant to write a story because there 
isn't anything to write about.” 

Slepica’s concerns are warranted. It’s a hard 
sort of event to communicate to the public. Amid 
pockets of athletes practicing at pole vault, long 
jump, throwing and sprints, it’s difficult for an 
outsider to make sense of it. 

“There are so many terrific stories in track and 
field,” said Slepica. “Whenever athletes in this 
sport succeed, it’s by the most incredible chance. 
While he was speaking with me, he was coach- 
ing pentathlete Darren Peters, whom Ryan Smith 
of U of A ExpressNews called “the best uni- 
versity athlete in Canada.” Peters was perform- 
ing an odd-looking exercise where he’d jump 
onto a high wooden box with one foot, come 
down with the other, and jump onto a second 
box. Slepica described it as highly specialized 
training. 

“We don't celebrate or glorify our victors as 
much as we should, and that’s our fault because 
we don’t know how. But when someone makes 
a CIS standard in track and field, they practically 
have to break a Canadian record to do so.” 

At the time of this writing, there wasn’t much 
hype surrounding the event. Slepica himself 
penned the most recent article on the U of A 
athletics website about the team. Unfortunately, 
the coach praising his team holds about as much 
weight as Ralph Klein praising the work of 
his government. Most teams, however, have 
someone else in the athletics department pro- 
moting them. 

“To my understanding, there’s supposed to 
be someone here who does that for us,” said 
Slepica. 

The basketball, volleyball and track and field 
teams share the same media guide for their 
events; it can be purchased for a nominal fee 
at the event, and includes a glossy, magazine- 
style handout authored by the department high- 
lighting certain achievements. There are several 
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The top-ranked Pandas and second-ranked Bears are accustomed to crowds this size. 


stories with photos about the volleyball and 
basketball teams, but only one story about track 
and field, describing Slepica’s arrival at the 
University. An unrelated illustration accompa- 
nies the article. 


“-When someone makes a CIS 
standard in track and field, 
they practically have to break a 
Canadian record to do so.” 


JIM SLEPICA, 
HEAD COACH, TRACK AND FIELD 


The coach admits that there are friendlier spec- 
tator sports. “It’s sport at its purest, so only the 


purest (other athletes and coaches) really under- 
stand it.” 

However, some believe that all is not lost 
on the sport. Third-year thrower Melissa These 
believes the World’s Championships in Athletics, 
held in Edmonton August 2001, brought much- 
needed awareness to the sport. 

“At this university, it’s a sport in demand by 
the athletes. There are some really good coaches, 
and one-on-one training,” said These. “It cre- 
ates a goal-oriented atmosphere.” The Bears and 
Pandas are ranked second and first in the CIS on 
the male and female sides respectively. 

The meet runs in the Butterdome this week- 
end, from 6am to 9:30pm on Friday, 10am 
to 7pm on Saturday, and 9am to 1:30pm on 
Sunday. 


This weekend could preview the Big One 


Hockey Pandas vs Cougars weekend series at the Drake could foreshadow CIS national final 


BRYAN LEE 
Sports Writer 


Are you an individual who shells out $13 for new 
movies because you can also see the best pre- 
views? If so, then this weekend’s hockey games 
are just your ticket. 

The top-ranked Pandas (12-0) square off against 
the fourth-ranked Regina Cougars (10-3-1) in 
what is billed not only as a preview of the 
Canada West final, but also a possible national 
final. As hosts, Regina automatically qualifies for 
Nationals, and it seems certain the Pandas will be 
making another trip. 

“Without a doubt, they’re the best team on the 
other side of our conference. This weekend will 
be good to see how we stack up,” head coach 
Howie Draper said of the arch-rival Cougars. 
They were the last team to beat the Pandas in 
conference play, which happened on 28 October, 
2000 at the Drake. 

The Canada West has been easy pickings for the 
Pandas this year, outscoring opponents 75-11. 
The last meeting with the Cougars was in mid- 


November, where Pandas won two tough road 
games 4—3 and 5-2. 

Although Alberta is dominating the scoring 
race with Danielle Bourgeois, Kristen Hagg and 
Lori Shupak, Regina has legitimate weapons in 
Brandy West, Julianna Foster and Joell Fiddler. 
Each team’s defence will need to be alert this 
weekend. 

The Pandas haven't played a game that counted 
since November. However, a strong outing last 
weekend against the Vancouver Griffins of the 
NWHL has re-energized the team and cast aside 
any fears of rust. 

“We picked up a tie and a win there, which 
was huge for us. They have a couple of American 
(Cammi Granato) and Canadian (Nancy Drolet) 
national team members, so it was a giant step 
to get us back into game shape,’ Adrianne 
VanderZalm explained. The third-year winger 
has seven goals and twelve points in twelve con- 
ference games. 

“The Griffins are a faster team than we've had 
to play so far, which forced us to match their 
level of play. Up until that point, our players 


hadn’t seen that they can play better,” Draper 
added, also emphasizing that the Griffins were 
the team’s toughest opponents so far this season. 

Overall, the Pandas are feeling good about 
the second half, especially considering they lost 
eleven players from last year. The team’s new 
blood has plenty of future years of eligibility. 

“This year was a huge rebuilding year for us. 
To come out with such a great year so far with 
so many players is amazing. This is just the begin- 
ning and we're going to have amazing teams for 
the next couple of years,” VanderZalm predicted. 

First showtime: Friday night at 7:30pm. The 
encore: Saturday, same time. The venue: Clare 
Drake Arena. 


BEARS ON THEROAD MINUS SIX VETERANS 

The Bears visit Manitoba this weekend with- 
out head coach Rob Daum and six players, 
who are part of a Canada West team represent 
ing Canada at the World University Games in 
Italy. D-man Jeff Zorn had two goals and two 
assists for Canada in an 8—1 win over Japan 0D 
Wednesday. 
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3-9 Pandas confront 
0-12 Lady Bobcats at 
home this weekend 


MICHAEL CUST 
Sports Writer 


Two weeks ago, Pandas head coach 
Trix Baker was asked if her team still 
had a shot at catching Calgary and 
taking first in the Mountain division 
of the Canada West conference. She 
replied, “We have to win our next 
eight games.” Baker’s comments were 
on the tail end ofa weekend sweep her 
team suffered at the hands Canada’s 
best team, the SFU Clan. 

Fast forward two weeks and the 

“Pandas are now in a different situa- 
tion, heading into action this weekend 
against the Lady Bobcats. After two 
losses last weekend to division-lead- 
ing Calgary, the Pandas have changed 
their focus from their initial hopes of 
topping the Mountain division. 

“We can't realistically catch Calgary,” 
stated Pandas coach Trix Baker. “We 
have to start winning games and 
making a gutsy effort.” 

And this weekend’s series with 
the lowly Bobcats: will provide two 
good opportunities for the Pandas to 
improve their 3-9 record. Brandon is 
the worst team in Canada West with 
no victories in their eleven games this 
season. Further, they are averaging a 
dismal 48.7 points per game. Alberta, 
on the other hand, is averaging 61.4 
points per game. 

Baker said that her team will use the 
opportunity against Brandon to lift the 
team’s sprits. 

“We have to get our confidence back 
and we have to use this weekend as a 
confidence builder,” said Baker. 
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The Pandas are also planning to 
implement their team strategies against 
the Lady Bobcats. 

“We are not going to be playing 
to [Brandon’s] offensive and defense,” 
predicted Baker. “We want to focus 
on our defensive plan. We have things 
to accomplish skill-wise and system- 
wise.” 

Despite Baker’s confidence, the 
Pandas may have their hands full with 
the ineffective Lady Bobcats. Difference 
in records aside, the two teams are 
close in many statistical areas. Both 
are averaging around nine steals per 
game and both are blocking about 1.4 
shots per game. Even in offensive and 
defensive rebounds, the two teams are 
statistically indistinguishable. 

Another challenge for the Pandas 
will be picking up their shooting 
game. In their last four games, the 
team is shooting a lacklustre 34 per 
cent. Brandon’s weak defence, coupled 
with the familiarity of the home court, 


IMPASSE Katie West (7) and the Pandas have dropped five straight. 
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should provide ample opportunity 
for the Pandas to overcome their shoot- 
ing woes. 

The Pandas have also seen their fair 
share of injuries this season. Earlier, 
the team was without last year’s scor- 
ing leaders Christine Shewchuk and 
Diane Smith; Shewchuk is now back 
but Smith is gone for the season. 
Despite the bad luck, Baker said the 
wounded roster won't affect her team. 

“Injuries can’t be an _ excuse,” 
explained Baker. “If we use injuries as 
an excuse, we're taking the easy way 
out.” 

To catch the Pandas in action, head 
to the Main Gym at 6:30pm Friday 
and Saturday. 


BEARS 

The Bears will defend their number- 
two ranking in Canada when the num- 
ber-nine Brandon Bobcats roll into 
town. Games will be at 8pm Friday 


and Saturday night in the Main Gym. _ 


RECIATION 


Friesen on football 


The Bears head coach 
talks intangibles, 
academics, recruiting 
and Tom Osborne 


BRENDAN PROCE 
Sports Editor 


The varsity football program has been 
marred by failure for nearly a decade 
now. If the team fails to make the play- 
offs in 2003, it’ll make ten consecutive 
seasons since their last berth in 1993. 

Head coach Jerry Friesen, entering 
his third season with the Bears, seems 
optimistic, perhaps unreasonably so. 
When describing the team’s year- 
round schedule, he mentioned with 
knowing precision that the playing 
season would be 18 weeks long if the 
team made the Vanier Cup, the cham- 
pionship match in CIS football. 

“We're working on a lot of the 
intangibles now, versus the tangibles. 
Those things whose importance you 
can’t gauge when the season starts. 
The intangibles are awareness, disci- 
pline, the things that you can’t mea- 
sure but that winning teams have. We 
fell short on intangibles this year,” said 
Friesen. 

The coach’s largest concern right 
now is his lack of big players—those 
who play on the offensive and defen- 
sive lines. According to him, the 
difficulty is finding a player who 
also meets the U of A’s admission 
standards. 

“You need at least a 70 per cent 
or higher [to gain acceptance to the 
University]. There are no exceptions 
made for athletes.” 

Another shortfall this season was 


kicking. Where some CIS schools have 
full-time kickers, the Bears had receiver 
Mark Wojcichowsky in that slot. 

“Much like the O and D lines, kick- 
ers are arare commodity,” said Friesen. 
“And so if you don’t have that avail- 
able, you just look at the other athletes 
on your team and get them to start 
kicking.” The coach said although the 
option to become a full-time kicker 
is available to Wojcichowsky, he is 
aggressively trying to recruit others. 
One possibility is current U of A stu- 
dent Steve Wozimirsky. He, however, 
is currently the football property of 
the Edmonton Huskies. 

On the staff end, things are cur- 
rently being finalized. However, don’t 
expect an overhaul in 2003. 

“There may be a few minor changes, 
but a majority of the coaching staff is 
coming back,” said the coach. Included 
in the returning tally is offensive coor- 
dinator Terry Eisler. 

“We're a young staff, but we mature 
as our players mature.” 

Indicative of that maturity was the 
team’s play this year; though their 1-7 
record was a shortfall by any standard, 
Friesen insists that the level of play 
was “competitively consistent.” 

The load of Friesen’s work—the 
determining factor as to whether the 
football program is successful any- 
time soon—is determined by what 
he accomplishes during the off-sea- 
son. The coach explains his philoso- 
phy with a quote from another. 

“T believe that the success or a fail- 
ure of a team is at least 75 per cent 
determined before practices begin in 
the fall.” These words were quoted 
from Tom Osborne, who coached the 
Nebraska Cornhuskers from 1973-1997, 
compiling a 255-49 record. 


NIG H- Fridays from 9pm to closing time! 


Alexander Keith's Pints $2.75 
Sol Bombers $3.75 
Domestic Bottled Beer $2.25 
Bar Highballs $2.25 


ERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


room al the top 


$2.75 Labatt Pints 
$2.25 Domestic Bottled Beer 
$2.25 Bar Highballs 

$1.75 Jolly Rancher & 


Jolly Rancher & $1.75 
Electric Popsicle Shooters 


A service of Your Students’ Union for U of A students, staff, alumni and their guests 


Electric Popsicle Shooters 


) SPORTS 


thursday, 16 january, 2003 


The NHL is toasting 


Canada lacks cash while the US lacks interest 


MATTHEW 
BLACK 


Sports 
' Commentary 


The NHL is rapidly approaching 
Armageddon. The Ottawa Senators’ 
recent announcement of impending 
bankruptcy is the result of a poorly 
run league and its questionable operat- 
ing parameters. 

The downfall of the NHL is illus- 
trated, like Major League Baseball and, 
to a much lesser extent, the National 
Basketball Association, by its descent 
into the “rich is better” trap. This 
is where bigger markets choke the 
Edmonton’s and Calgary's to dust. 

This phenomenon is most prevalent 
in baseball, where one can often pen 
playoff contenders before the year has 
begun: the Atlanta Braves and New 
York Yankees, for example. Likewise, 
the Colorado’s, St Louis’s and Detroit’s 
of hockey. 

Smaller markets have little to play 
for, and their aims for the season usu- 
ally settle on trying to sneak a playoff 
berth against a monster team. 

Naturally, exceptions like the 
Minnesota Twins or the Oakland A’s 
exist, but their ultimate failure in the 
playoffs is further indication of the 
might of big money over good man- 
agement. 

Further inhibiting the success of the 
NHL is the lukewarm popularity of 
the sport south of the border. Most 
Americans would rank football, bas- 
ketball, baseball, and NASCAR above 


professional hockey. 

Desperate expansions to cities like 
Raleigh and Nashville were, at best, 
questionable ventures that ultimately 
have not paid off. 

The heart of the problem is, of 
course, the sport’s ridiculous salaries. In 
Boston, Chicago and Ottawa, would-be 
fans are staying away from arenas in 
droves, unwilling or unable to cope 
with the expense. 

Given the lack of a significant tele- 
vision contract, attendance is doubly 
important in the NHL, as it relies more 
on seat sales than some leagues. 

Owners are in tough: charging more 
for better teams keeps the poorer fans 
away. Naturally, the players don’t and 
won't ever want a pay cut, but their 
futures as professional athletes are in 
jeopardy. 

To survive, the NHL must strive 
for a pay system akin to the NFL. 
Without going into specifics, the NFL 
has several league-wide television con- 
tracts and a revenue-sharing plan that 
levels the financial playing field for all 
teams. 

Under this agreement, small mar- 
kets like Green Bay can flourish, much 
as the Oilers did prior to free agency. 

Hockey will always be popular in 
Canada, and so Canada is its logical 
expansion ground. 

However, our pathetic dollar and 
lack of huge American-style mega 
lopolises will keep new teams out of 
our country for some time. 

The NHL must acknowledge that 
hockey is only a regionally popular 
sport in the US, and stop neglecting its 
earnest yet financially-impaired neigh- 
bours to the north. Canada is where 
the sport's future lies. 
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Ramblings from 
__ Moose Lodge 


Who's your favourite Edmonton sports 
team of all time? Is it the Edmonton 
Drillers? The Ice? The Skyhawks? How 
about the Brickmen? If it isn’t one of 
those four, then who? It couldn’t be 
that other hockey team, nor could it 
be those footballers that Bryan Hall 
seems to love so much. Nor could it 
be the Trappers. What have they done 
lately to earn your support? 

What this city needs is a new 
franchise. As the Drillers, Ice, and 
Skyhawks have proven in the past, 
Edmonton loves new teams, and sup- 
ports new leagues as much as it can. 
Four defunct/moved teams can’t lie. 

It is because of this that I was 
intrigued by an opportunity for 
Edmonton to putitself on the sporting 
map by joining the exclusive National 
Lacrosse League (NLL), which features 
12 teams to the NHL's crowded 30. 

NLL commissioner Jim Jennings 
gave Edmonton the green light for 
a franchise this summer. Problem 
is, there isn’t an ownership group 
committed to bringing a team here. 
Calgary businessman Bruce Stewart 
has expressed interest, but has some 
stipulations he needs addressed first. 
One concern is that he would like to 
have the option to move his franchise 
to Calgary if the Roughnecks ever fold 


or are sold. Nice vote of confidence, 
dontcha think? 

I'm not going to let this city rely on 
such a flimsy ownership possibility. 

When Calgary was awarded a team 
before the 2002 season, the owner- 
ship group only had to pay an expan- 
sion fee of $500 000 US. This year that 
price has doubled. 

But in the world of professional 
sports, that number isn’t very high. To 
the Oilers’ ownership group, it would 
cost them a Georges Laraque. To the 
Eskimos ownership group, it'd cost 
their entire defence. 

However, each of these teams rep- 
resent possible advertising revenue. 
The Eskimos have already used this 
strategy by purchasing the Edmonton 
Trappers and changing their colours 
to look more like their older siblings at 
Commonwealth Stadium. The Oilers 
could have a lacrosse team dressed in 
blue, red, and copper. 

If one of these organizations can be 
convinced to purchase a lacrosse team, 
we are going to need a name. I've 
taken the time to think up the follow- 
ing very thoughtful suggestions: 


EDMONTON SKY BRICKDRILLING 
ICEHAWKMEN 

This name encapsulates all of the 
joy and flavour of Edmonton’s defunct 
franchises. The laughs, the tears, the 
bankruptcies, the folding. It’s a great 
name. 


EDMONTON INUIT 

Clearly, this would suit the Eskimos 
ownership group. They could have 
one franchise with a politically correct 


name, and another with a politically 
incorrect name. It would be great! 


EDMONTON COMRIES 

Seeing as the Brickmen soccer team 
was owned by the Brick, why not cut 
out the middleman? Just name the 
team what they really wanted to name 
the team. The logo could be Mike 
Comrie holding a stick in the air while 
not smiling. 


EDMONTON CHINOOK 

This would work best if Bruce 
Stewart bought the team. Then he 
could easily move the team to Calgary 
like he intended. If asked about the 
name (considering the lack of chi- 
nooks in Edmonton), he could just 
mention the lack of actual lakes in Los 
Angeles and then change the subject. 


EDMONTON MALLRATS 

Well, the oil reference has already 
been taken by the Calgary Roughnecks, 
so why not point out the other fea- 
ture of Edmonton that makes this 
city famous? Toronto cashed in on 
Hollywood with the Raptors, so 
Edmonton should be able to cash in on 
its prodigal son, Kevin Smith. 


EDMONTON WAYNE-GRETZKY- 
HAD-MORE-ASSISTS-THAN-ANYONE- 
ELSE-HAD-POINTS-MEN 

You want it. 


Other possibilities: the Mindbenders, 
the Rough Riders, the Perogies, the 
N1LLers, the Klondikes, the Roughriders, 
the Skyreachers, Aurora Borealis, or the 
Pocklingtons. 


PandasHockey 


@ Clare Drake Arena 
vs. ReginaCougars 
Friday and Saturday @ 7:00 


Choreography by 
Orehesis members, faculty 
and guests which include: 


Tamara Bliss 

Kathy Metzger-Corriveau 
Kathy Ochoa 

Marsha Padfield 

Sharon Richardson 
Jodie Vandekerkhove 


Bears & Pandas Basketball 

@ U of A Main Gym 

vs. BrandonBobcats Friday and Saturday 
Bears @ 8:15 

Pandas @ 6:30 


‘Bears & PandasTrack&Field 
@ Butterdome 

Golden Bear Open 

January 17-19 


Myer Horowitz Theatre 
SUB, University of Alberta 


Thursday, January 23 preview dance performance - Gpm 
Friday, January 24th & Saturday, January 2oth - Curtain 8pm 


Admission: $10 in advance, $12 at the door 
{ SUB Mall ticket sales January 20-24 | 


For Locations, Times, Tickets and more information: 
492.2231 or check out www.bears.ualberta.ca or www.pandas.ualberta.ca 
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2A CLASSIFIEDS 


thursday, 16 january, 2( 038 


CLASSIFIEDS 


To place aclassified ad, please call 
Information Services at 492-4212 


SERVICES 


Tutors available for Math, Stats, Chem, 
Econonics, Econometrics, Computer Science: 
100-400 level. Call 988-5261 or email 
study_buddy@canada.com. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


RUGBY! The Clansmen Rugby Club is always 
looking for new members, both male and 
female. No experience required. call 476-0268 
or check www.clanrugby.com 

Stuggling with homosexual feelings and 
searching foranswers? Checkout our Christian 
support group; virtus_alberta@yahoo.ca 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


SUMMERJOB FAIR INTERVIEWS-COME HOME 
TO OUR CAMP FAMILY FOR THE SUMMER OF 
YOUR LIFE-Camp Wayne, NE PA. Counselor- 
Specialists all Land/Water Sports inc. Tennis; 
Golf; Soccer; Outdoor Adventure: Camping, 
Mountain Biking, Climbing/Ropes; Roller 
Hockey; Rocketry; Fine Arts; Theater; Radio; 
Video;CDL Drivers;Wait Staffand more.RN’s for 
our Health Center. June 19 - Aug. 15. CAMPUS 
INTERVIEWS-SAT, FEB. 8. Earn US dollars; visa 
reimbursement. Let’s get the ball rolling now! 
Online application www.campwayne.com; 
email info@campwayne.com; 1-888-549-2963 
(516-883-3067). Camp Wayne, 55 Channel Dr, 
Port Washington NY 11050. 


Graduating? Go Teach English! Your degree 


is your passport to the world. Pay off 
loans, make a difference, build your resume. 
Introductory TEFL workshops in Edmonton 
monthly. www.goteach.ca 1-866-912-4465 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


Part time nanny/babysitter with child care 
experience needed for two full days a week, 
in Riverbend area for a 3 and 5 year old. If you 
are responsible, enjoy kids, and like to laugh, 
please call us at 433-8299. 


The University Infant Toddler Centre (next 
to Corbett hall) needs child care assistants 
12:30-2:30pm daily. Must love babies and be 
able to qualify for level 1 qualification. Call 
Kim 434-8407 

Belgravia School Lunch Program looking 
for lunch room supervisors for elementary 
children. Hours 11:15-12:30. Pay $15/session. 
Please call Ruth at 436-8459. School within 
walking distance from University. 

LIKE KIDS? YMCA Child Care now hiring 
PT staff. Various city locations. Shifts work 
around your schedule: 7-9 AM and 3-6 
PM. Perfect for Ed students. Competitive 
wages! Email resume with cover letter to 
cabel@edmontonymca.ca or fax 438-1201. 
Phone Candace at 435-4052 for more 
information. 


Part time staff needed at U area Out- 
of-School care. Experience working with 
children required. Two positions available. B 
Certification or Education students preferred 
for one position. 439-1456 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 


Want to have some fun? Be a Mentor. It’s 
about sharing, not making time. Share a 
little time each week with a young person. 


You'll feel like a kid again! Call Big Sisters & 
Big Brothers (Edmonton, Parkland, Strathcona 
County) 424-8181. 


WANTED: A Few Good Men. Big Sisters 
& Big Brothers needs male volunteers 
for evening group activities. 


Choose 


from our Monday Woodworking Group at 
NAIT, Tuesday Sports Group downtown, 
Wednesday Millwoods Group (wall climbing, 
floor hockey, cooking), or Bikes For Boys 
(bicycle maintenance and cycling). Call 
424-8181. 


askatchewan 


I chose the health care field because I like people and 
I'm determined to make a difference, any way I can. 


I know all about the pace, the shift-work and the occasional 
heartache because people are fragile and sometimes don't recover. 
It not glamorous — but I know my skills are needed and my 
efforts are appreciated, so I’m prepared to give it all I’ve got. 


When the work is done, I go home to a place that is mine. 
It’s just a short drive away. I know my neighbours. I feel safe 
here. There’ plenty of space and clean air — and my kids go to 


a great school. Everything I want and need — theatres, good 
restaurants, clubs, parks, plenty of shopping — is within easy 


reach. I am part of a community. 


I can afford my own home. My kids can take music lessons, 
skating lessons and learn how to play hockey and baseball. 
I have time for myself too, and once in a while, I indulge in 


something really special. 


I am valued as a health care provider and as a human being. 
In Saskatchewan, my life is in balance. 


Saskatchewan's health care system offers rewarding careers where your education, 
experience and efforts are appreciated. For further information on opportunities in our province, 


visit www.skhealthjobs.org or call 1-888-242-4844. 


Saskatchewan. 
Keep life in balance. 


Saskatchewan 


Our Future is Wide Open 


i AND 
DOOR 

Saturday, Feb 22nd 

i | ; i | ) 

DOOR 
Saturday, Mar22nd 
i 
AK VWUOUL 


POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


Saturday, Jan 18th 
RELE/ DEBUT CD 
i i hh 1 ( PERFOR 
AN R f ) 
D ( RATIO ( AR TIAL AR 
ANT) BREAKDA 
6 AVAILAB {\ DOOR 
Q BE ANNO D S00 
Saturday, Jan 25th 
D ON AND 
fl . a i) RO DD 
D» 
> ‘ 
ADVA DOOR 
AILABLE @ BLACKBYRD RECORD 
PO PDI A 
Saturday, Feb 1st 
DUR 
ORMER POLITBURO 
( N : i 
ALIN 
6 DOOR 
Saturday, Feb 8th 
AS BLUUL 


